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GREAT BRITAIN. 

Tue Treaty or Wasninctron—House of lords, 
ii 3d. The marquis of Lansdowne, in allusion to 
he important message of President Tyler and the 
her papers presented to the American congress, 
sked if there would be any objections to produce 
ese documents, and also the instructions from the 
@ ble earl to lord Ashburton when he was sent as a 
gecial commissioner to the U. States 

Lord Aberdeen said that the despatches to which 
ibe noble marquis had referred had only been receiv- 
dthat morning. He had certainly read them, and 
jad no objection to lay before the house the papers 
hich had been communicated to congress, nor would 
je obyect to the production of such further informa- 
ion as could be Jaid before the house without incon- 
yenience to the public service. He had not the least 
desire to conceal any thing. He would not even ob- 
jectto giving copies or extracts from the instructions 
lord Ashburton, if the noble marquis would so 
fame a motion. 

The marquis of Lansdowne then moved for copies 
of the correspondence between the two governments, 
ad for copies or extracts of lord Ashburton’s in- 
sructions, which were agreed to. 

Lord Campbell alluded to the treaty, after which 

Lord Aberdeen made known the views of the go- 
vrnment, which are, that in spite of the tone of the 
nessage Of President Tyler, no material difference 
aisted between the two governments about the right 
(search. He said— 

“[ am ready to admit that any difference which 
my exist with regard to the interpretation of the ar- 
ile touching the right of search, exists with regard 
pone of the most important articles in the treaty; | 
wt 1 am confident that the difference referred to is 
buch more apparent than real, and I am sure that no 
liference exists that can lead to any inconveniences, 
any mischievous consequences. (Hear, hear.) | 
hve in my hand another paper, which will perhaps 
teconsidered of importance in reference to the mo- 
tion of the noble and learned lord opposite. It is a 
nap, in which is laid down the boundary as settled 
by the treaty, and the different suggested boundaries, 
Which was moved for on Friday night last.” 

Lord Brougham gave his opinion that there were 
w real difficulties of the ‘‘value of one rush.” 

Lord Ashburton also intimated in unequivocal and 
cided terms that He had no fear of any misunder- 
landing between the two governments. His lord- 
hip spoke in these terms: 

“With respect to the question of right of visit or 
arch, the proceedings on the coast of Africa were 
i matter of discussion between the two countries; 
aid 1 am satisfied that when your lordshipsare in 
possession of the papers which I now hold in my 
hand, you will see that there is, in point of fact, no 
liference at present existing between the two coun- 
ties, on this subject. This has been as clearly made 
out as it was possible for words and meaning to make 
i. The two governménts are agreed—essentially 
¢greed—on the subject; and this question has really 
arisen since my noble friend undertook the negotia- 
tions. The footing on which it was subsequently 
placed by my noble friend has left no great difficulty. 
Undoubtedly, 1 went out for the purpose of meet- 
ing this question, amongst others, which were the 
tubject of complaint on the part of the United States. 
lf there was nothing done on the subject from the 
lime I arrived till the time I left, it was because I 
teard nothing but satisfaction expressed at the last 
communication made by my noble friend.” 

Lord Brougham: That is, lord Aberdeen. 

Lord Ashburton: No complaint was made to me 
% the subject, and it was not my business to stir u 
ay subjects of complaint. (Hear, hear.) I le 
























ground .taken by my noble friend was perfectly sa- 
tisfactory. (Hear, hear.) 

BritTisH PARLIAMENT.—Lord Ashburton. In the 
house of lords on the 11th April, lord Ashburton rose 
and made the following remarks on the vote of 
thanks for his successful negotiation of the treaty 
with the United States: 

My lords—Before your lordships proceed to the 
business of the day, I beg to take the earliest oppor- 
tunity for making my acknowledgments to your 
lordships, and of expressing my deep sense of the 
honor conferred on me by the resolution which, by 
the votes of the proceedings of your lordships’ house, 
I observe was passed on Friday last. (Hear, hear.) 
That resolution, gratifying and highly grateful to 
myself personally, is rendered, in my mind, of in- 
finitely greater value by the opinions expressed by 
your lordships, ‘‘at the restoration of a good under- 
standing with the United States, which it is alike the 
duty and the interest of both countries to retain un- 
broken.”? An expression so full of wisdom and sound 
policy, delivered by such a body as the peers of this 

ingdom, cannot fail to have a most valuable effect 
in producing that conciliation, which is in itself suf- 
ficient to secure the end so much desired by your 
lordships. The overwhelming importance in my 
mind, of the settlement of those unfortunate differ- 
ences which had gradually grown up between the 
two countries, was my great inducement to under- 
take the task—(hear)—and perhaps caused me not 
sufficiently to estimate my own deficiency for its ex- 
ecution. I have had, however, the good fortune to 
have the performance of its duties approved by my 
sovereign—by her majesty’s ministers, and | have 
now to add the almost unprecedented honor of the 
approbation of your lordship’s house, and it is quite 
impossible for me to express to your lordships how 
deeply sensible Iam of that honor. My lords, in 
countries under free government, such as we have 
the happiness to live under, and America, it is natu- 
ral that questions of this importance should be dis- 
cussed with great freedom, and that has been the 
case with regard to the treaty which it has been my 
lot to execute. Although I trust that the conditions 
are such as are likely to be conducive to the future 
maintenance of peace, and effectually, and entirely, 
and fairly to settle the question in dispute, I must 
freely assure your lordships that the mere minute 
question of more or less of boundary, which has been 
the subject of so much discussion, both here and on 
the other side of the water, weighed in my estima- 
tion very little in comparison to the larger question 
of the settlement which it would be satisfactory to 
make in the estimation of honorable minds in both 
countries; and I should contend that the settlement is 
one which is founded on honorable terms, and which 
i3 likely to produce peace. It is not my intention to 
go at all into any question connected with this trans- 
action, but I will only again express to your lord- 
ships the deep sense which I entertain of the honor 
of that approbation which you have been pleased to 
express, which it is the highest reward that I can re- 
ceive for the humble efforts which I made in what J 
conceived to be a good cause. (Cheers.) 

The duke of Wellington: I am sure the house will 
have heard the speech of the noble lord with satis- 
faction. I consider it my duty to move that the 
words expressed by the noble lord on the occasion be 


entered upon the journals of the house. (Cheers.) 
The motion was agreed to. 
THE LORD MAYOR AND MR. EvERETT. The lord 


mayor of London entertained sir Robert Peel and a 
distinguished party composed of the principal mem- 
bers of the cabinet and their ladies, at the Mansion 
House on the 5th of April. Complimentary toasts 
and speeches were given and made by the host and 
guests. Mr. Everett returned thanks for ““The Ame- 
rican minister and the United States.” He said— 
“One of the most important duties which he had to 
perform, was to cherish by every means in his pow- 
era good understanding and kind feelings between 
England and America. (Cheers.) Eighteen months 
ago the prospect seemed a dark and anxious one, and 
he had looked forward with no very agreeable feel- 
ings to what might be the issue. For the change which 
had taken place, they owed much to the conciliatory 
policy of her majesty’s government, in taking an im- 
portant step towards the adjustment of matters in 
discussion between the two countries; and he was de- 





hat country with the entire conviction that the 
Vol. X1V—Sic. 10. 


sirous, on this occasion, to make his acknowledg- 





ments to an old friend of his then present _ Ash- 
burton) for the services which he had performed to- 
wards bringing about this most desirable result.— 
(Cheers.) He would not detain them long; but he 
must be permitted to say—with the strongest feeling 
as an American, in favor of the side of his own 
country in this controversy—that it seemed to him 
that the adjustment brought about by the noble lord 
was equally honorable and advantageous to either 
country. (Cheers.) He thanked them for the kind 
feelings which they had manifested towards himself 
and his country, and could assure them that he be- 
lieved the most important part of his duty was to do 
all he could for the preservation of a good under- 
standing between the two countries of Great Britain 
and America.” 

On the 12th of April, a similar entertainment was 
given to the principal members of the late govern- 
ment and their ladies. 


Irems. In the house of lords on the 11th inst. a bill 
was brought in by lord Brougham for the better pre- 
vention of the slave trade. 

In the house of commons on the 10th inst., Mr. 
Hume gave notice of his intention to bring the sub- 
ject of the American treaty before the house on the 
2d May. In answer to a question by lord Palmerston 
on the 10th inst., respecting the instructions sent by 
the present government in reference to the case of 
the Creole, lord Stanley stated that the instructions 
had not differed from those forwarded by the late 
ministry, which were, that if any man were detained 
inashipin a British port, the British government 
had only to verify the fact, and then give his immedi- 
ate protection and assistance to the party so de- 
tained. 

Parliament adjourned for the Easter holydays to 
meet again on the 24th. 

Amongst the novelties of the day may be noticed 
the speedy departure of Mr. O’Connell’s eldest son 
for the United States, accompanied by Mr. Thomas 
Steele, to organize an agitation there for the more 
speedy repeal of the union—an Irish method, truly, 
going so far abroad to carry a project at home. Pe- 
cuniary, rather than patriotic motives, it is unchari- 
tably assumed, influenced the mission. But Jonathan 
is in a very bad condition now for being “plucked.” 
As the sire is not very popular in the great republic, 
it can hardly be expected that the son will be, and 
he will act cautiously in not going too far south—the 
more bracing atmosphere of the north will better 
agree with his nerves. 

The Northern Star recommends “that the Char- 
tists throughout the length and breadth of the land 
should suffer their beards to grow, and that each of 
them should wear his moustaches!”’ 

The troubles in the kirk of Scotland still continu- 
ed. The lords of the council in session adhered to 
the decision of the lord Ordinary, which set aside 
the sentence of deposition pronounced by the gene- 
ral assembly upon the seven brethren of Strabogie. 

A large quantity of foreign wheat has been re- 
leased free of duty at Dublin, for the purpose of be- 
ing manufactured into flour and biscuits for the emi- 
grant vessels now taking in passengers for North 
America. 

LIVERPOOL COTTON MARKET, 4pril 18. There has 
been little doing in cotton for some time past, and the 
sales have comprised only a limited quantity of any 
description. In prices we have no decided change 
to notice, but the present rates are barely supported. 
The middling to fair at 3}d. to 34d. 

April 17. The total crop is now generally allowed 
to be 2,300,000; an opinion has obtained that 100,000 
to 200,000 will be kept back at the plantations. The 
crop of Sea Islands is now commonly put down at 
25,000—no extra, and but little fine was left. These 
accounts had little effect on our market to-day. The 
demand has been steady, and prices without change. 
Sales 5,000 bales, 53d. to 53d.; 340 Egyptian 5} to 
53d.; 50 Sea Islands 95 and 123d. 

LiveRPOoL AMERICAN PROVISION MARKET FOR THE 
MONTH ENDING Aprit 18. Cheese remainsexceeding- 
ly depressed. Ata public sale on the 11th inst. 200 
casks were sold at a reduction of 2s. to 3s. per cwt. 
and there was a general decline in all descriptions of 
our own. 

Beef. Nothing of moment doing. Small parcels 
of the new cure continue to be taken off as they ar- 
rive from New York at full prices, and all of it seems 
to give genera! satisfaction. 
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Pork. No large transactions in old or new. The 
re-increasing price seems to be about Qs. per barrel 
for any thing offering. 

Lard. Moving off slowly at 30s. to 35s. for fine. 

FRANCE. 

‘The opening of the whole line of the Paris and 
Rouen rail road to the public,” says the Presse, ‘‘is 
positively fixed for May 3.” 

‘SPAIN. 

The latest news from Spain is to the 11th of April. 
The Cortes were opened in due form by a speech 
from the regent. It was expected that Calatrava 
would be chosen president. There was much specu- 
lation on the comparative strength of parties, and it 
was generally anticipated that there would be a ma- 
jority in favor of the ministry. A Madrid journal 
of the 8th says that the opposition muster 56, and 
the friends of the ministry 62. But later accounts 
of the 11th state that, after a stormy debate on the 
preceding day on a question of an election of one 
of the members, the ministry were defeated bya 
coalition, by a vote of 80 against 55, and that in con- 
sequence the ministry had tendered their resignation 


to the regent. 
GERMANY. 

Canat. The Hon. Henry Wheaton, U. S. minister 
at Berlin, has addressed a letter to the National Insti- 
tute at Washington, in which he describes, among 
other things, the canal recently constructed and de- 
signed to connect the waters of the Mayn, alittle north 
of the ancient town of Bamberg, with those of the 
Danube at Kellheim. ‘This great hydraulic work,” 
says Mr. Wheaton, which thus forms a continuous 
water communication between the rivers falling into 
the German Ocean and those which flow into the 
Black Sea, was among the grand projects conceived 
by the genius of Charlemagne; but the glory of accom- 

lishing it was reserved for the reign of the present 
ing of Bavaria, a monarch distinguished for his libe- 
ral protection of arts, commerce and industry.” 


had made an attack on the fortifications. 
dozen of the Paez troops were killed, and the enemy 
was repulsed. 


harbor, to give countenance or aid to Oribe, and they 
had exchanged salutes. A British squadron was there 
also, and the British admiral had issued a proclama- 
tion forbidding the subjects of her majesty to engage 
with either of the belligerent parties, and declaring 


capitally punished. This proclamation is believed 
to be chiefly directed against Brown. 
been threatened with the destruction of his fleet if he 





The canal commences at Bamberg, whence it runs 
south and parallel with the little river Regnits, a tri- 
butary stream of the Mayn, and, passing by the indus- 
trious town of Nurenburg, reaches the waters of the 
Altmuhl, which flow into the Danube at Kellheim. 
The whole distance from Bamberg to Kellheim is a- 
bout one hundred and twelve English miles. 
muhl has been deepened, embanked, and furnished 
with locks, by means of which facilities it has been 
rendered navigable to Dietfurth, where the excavation 
of the artificial canal was commenced. 


The summit level is at Neumarkt on the Subz a'! 


small stream which flows into the Altmuhl. The ca- 
nal is here 300 feet above the level of the Danube at 
Kellheim. Its dimensions are 54 Bavarian feet at the 


top and 34 feet at the bottom. It has 94 locks, each | 


being from 88 to 108 feet long and 16 feet wide, sever- 
al well-built viaducts; and traverses, near Niederoels- 
bach, a tunnel 900 feet in Jength. 

The writer, in speaking of the difficulties presented 
by the natural features of the country through which 
the canal passes, remarks that they have been over- 
come with admirable skill by the able engineers em- 
ployed in the work, every part of which 1s constructed 
with the greatest strength and beauty. 

WEST INDIES. 

Haxti, &c. The brig Cashier, at New York, 
brings late advices from St. Croix. The cap- 
tain states that a number of persons had arrived from 
Hayti, some of whom stated that the reason of their 
leaving was that they considered their lives in dan- 


” every hour they were there, and that they never | 


eard of such cruel, blood-thirsty deeds, as they saw 
committed. People were assassinated, and carried 
to the docks in carts and throws off! 


on some of the islands the mountains were split in 


two, having chasms in them of more than ninety feet 


deep, and two or three feet wide. The Sail rock, 


off St. Thomas, (so called from its resemblance to a 
Busi- 
ness was dull at St. Croix, on account of there be- 
ing no vessels in port, and a great quantity of freight 


ship under full sail) was all split to pieces. 


ready for shipping. 
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC AND URUGUAY. 


The barque Louisa, arrived at Philadelphia, brings 
accounts a few days later from Montevideo—to the 
A passenger has communicated 
to the *‘North American” the following informa- 


25th of February. 


tion: 


“The trade of the place was entirely suspended by 
the war, which was stillin progress. General Oribe, 
the commander-in-chief of the Rosas party, was be- 
The | she can, by the common and Jawful means or war; 
town was defended inside by about 6,000 Montevi-! but that other nations are interested, more particu- 
deans, under the command of general Paez. Gene-/ larly the United States, in the manner in which the 
ral Rivera, with about 7,000 cavalry, was in Oribe’s,; war shall be conducted. 

The forces of both parties were rather inac-| 
tive, although Oribe, about the 20th of February, | dressed letters to the United States Charge in Texas, 


sieging Montevideo with about 10,000 troops. 


rear. 


that. they were making their way by the pass of San 


| states that he has in his camp one hundred and thir- 


'ty-one, including one quartermaster, four captains 
The Alt- | y ’ 4 q b] p ’ 


'and fourteen privates, and General Mexia had con- 


| the latter place, published in the Bee, says: 


Ten or a 


‘‘Admiral Brown, with his squadron, was in the 


in substance that any found in the ranks would be 
He had also 


should bombard the town. . 

“The Americans resident at Montevideo had suf- 
fered some alarm. Captain Shubrick, of the United 
States navy, who was in the port with the Columbus 
and Enterprise, had been applied to by Mr. Hamil- 
ton, the consul, to send a force to protect the persons 
and property of the Americans ashore. A similar 
application was made by Mr. Frazer, but in terms, 
we believe, not agreeable to captain S. However,a 
body of two hundred men was sent by captain Shu- 
brick, and remained in a position to afford assistance 
if needed. 

“Our informant is of opinion that there is little 
probability of bloodshed between the hostile armies. 
‘The impression is that the ascendency will be decid- 
ed by treachery on one side or the other. The war, 
however, is conducted upon perfectly savage princi- 
ples. Oribe spares no prisoners. The other party 
is almost equally cruel. 

“A number of vessels of war of different nations 
were in the harbor of Montevideo. Nothing of in- 
terest had been heard from Valparaiso.” 


MEXICO. 

Tue Mier Prisoners. The Texas Times of the 
22d ult. says: ‘“*The Noticioso of the 3d inst. con- 
tains an official account of the recapture of a por- 
tion of the Mier prisoners by Don Mana de Ortogo, 
and is dated Mexico, Ist March. The officer states 


Marcos towards the town of Cuatro Cienegas, and 
that they surrendered without resistance. He also 


three lieutenants, nine sergeants, and one hundred 


tinued in pursuit of the remainder.” 

The New Orleans na have received letters 
and papers from Vera Cruz to the 24th ultimo, and 
from the city of Mexico to the 17th. A letter from 


“There is little of interest to communicate. A 
forced loan upon Mexican citizens of two and a half 
millions is about being made, of which two hundred 
and sixty thousand dollars is to pay the first instal- 
ment of American claims.” 

A decree increasing the duties upon ali foreign 

oods 20 per cent. was promulgated at Mexico on 
the 7th, to take effect in the ports on the gulf in four 
months, and in those on the Pacific ocean in six 
months from the date of the decree. 

The national congress was sitting in the city of 
Mexico. The minister of war had recommended 
that the name of Gen. Guadaloupe Victoria, the 
first president of the confederation, be placed in 
letters of gold in a conspicuous place in the hall of 





/Guerrero be removed to the capital, and deposited 


The C. stop- 
ped at all the islands to windward, and noticed that 
not one had escaped the earthquake in February, and 


representatives, and that his remains and those of 


in the tomb designed for them. 

A private letter dated at Saltillo on the 2d ultimo, 
which the Bulletin thinks entitled to creait, states 
that seventeen of the Texian prisoners taken at 
Mier have been executed in cold bold; by being 
shot at the Salado. There is a subsequent confirma- 
tion of this item of intelligence. 

TEXAS. 

From the New Orleans Bee of April 28, we ex- 
tract the following information concerning the affairs 
of Texas, and her relations to Mexico, to the Unit- 
ed States, France, and Great Britain: 

By the late arrival from Texas we have been fur- 
nished, through our private correspondents, with in- 
formation of an interesting character. It is now 
certain that the governments of the United States, 
of England, and of France have joined in remon- 
strating against the predatory war carried on b 
Mexico against Texas. The instructions of the U. 
States secretary of state to Gen. Thompson (our 
minister at Mexico) are quite explicit in declaring 
the war, as conducted by Mexico, to be contrary to 
the laws of nations. Mr. Webster asserts the un- 
doubted right of Mexico to re-subjugate Texas if 





We have no doubt that Mr. Webster has also ad- 


> 
offering to mediate between the two powers, and to 
discourage retaliatory irruption into Mexico. 
We understand that the instructions of the French 
cabinet to their minister in Mexico are more per- 
emptory and decided than those of the United States 
or British governments; and, from the position as- 
sumed by those powers, the impression is gainin 
ground in Texas that the contest is drawing to a 
close. 
We learn from our private correspondence that 
the commissioners of Texas, who arrivéd in New 
Orleans a few days before the sailing of the Texian 
fleet, had instructions from President Houston to de- 
mand the vessels of war from Commodore Moore 
and to apply to the United States authorities for aid 
in taking possession of them in case the Commodore 
refused to surrender them. They had likewise a proc. 
Jamation from President Houston denouncing the ex- 
pedition as piratical and unauthorized by govern. 
ment, in the event the vessels could not be taken, 
Commodore Moore, we are informed, intimated to 
the commissioners that he would proceed to Galves. 
ton and have a talk with the president upon the mat- 
ter, which induced them to keep quiet until he got 
ready to go tosea. One of the commissioners went 
on board the 4ustin with the Commodore, thinking 
to have a pleasant trip to Galveston in a government 
vessel; but we learn through a gentleman, who also 
set sail in the Austin for Texas on a matter of busi- 
ness, that the commodore informed him at the Ba- 
lize that if he was anxious to get to Texas soon he 
had better get on shore, as he did not expect to be 
there himself ina hurry. The gentleman took the 
hint and left the ship. 
We learn also that the last packet carried out an 
official notification to Judge Eve (our charge in 
Texas) of his recall, and the appointment of Wm. 8. 
Murphy to his place. 


Remarks from the Baltimore American. 

Connected as this new republic is with the United 
States by contiguity of position, similarity of insti- 
tutions, and identity of race, there is reason to ap- 
prehend some trouble from the difficulties which are 
likely to attend the permanent adjustment of the re- 
lations between the two countries. Recent intelli- 
gence from Texas leaves little room to doubt the ac- 
tive interposition of England in the affairs of the re- 
public. The object of British policy is to make ita 
free state, and this project is now openly discussed 
inthe Texan papers. Those who favor abolition 
contend that if slavery were abolished there would 
be immediate and rapid immigration from the north- 
ern portion of the United States and from Europe— 
that the first movement towards abolition would 
bring to their aid numberless presses in the north 
and the sympathies of England—and some go so far 
as to hold out the idea that the British government 
will proffer some compensation for the liberated 
slaves. 

In all this the settled and determined policy of 
England is to be seen, It is a mockery of words to 
attach the name of philanthropy to her purpose. 
With Texas under her control, with the prejudices 
of the Texans against our slave-holding states—a re- 
sult which would follow from the success of aboli- 
tion in the new republic—the British would possess 
acommanding point from which in case of war the 
most effective blows might be struck at our country. 
These are considerations which must be brought 
home to our minds. If Texas is not bound to us as 
a friend, she must be hostile; no position of mere in- 
difference can be occupied by a state so near, and 
under circumstances such as those which have mark- 
ed her origin and growth. 

The question of annexation, which has arisen at 
.various times, and which has not been put at rest by 
a formal dec of it, threatens to be again discus- 
sed with warmth. We publish in another column 
some extracts from a document just put forth by 
Mr. J. Q. Adams, and other members of congress 
from the north. It is to be expected that a strong 
opposition will come from that quarter against any 
and every project of uniting Texas with the states 
of the republic. We may venture, however, to ex- 
press the hope, while the controversy is yet without 
excitement, that the whole subject will be viewed 
calmly before decided opinions are formed. The 
policy of England in the premises is not the smallest 
item to be taken into the account. Texas, fora long 
time yet to come, must be under some influence or 
another from beyond her own confines. Shall that 
influence be British or American? Shall it be an 
emanation from monarchical institutions, or a kin- 
dred spirit from the bosom of a republic? If the soil 
and climate of Texas are such as to demand slave 
labor it will be employed in some form or another; 
and those who look at things according to their real 
nature will allow no différence in their judgments 
whether the name of slave or that of ‘‘apprentice’’ be 








used to designate the laborer. How far abolitionism 
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and violence are met by the coarsest and | passengers in the steamer Hibernia, at Boston, from 
i insulting language and recrimination; acts of | Liverpool, are captains Broughton and Robinson, and 


jence 


Dy 


form 


mnetions of national origin and excitements of re- | Maine and New Brunswick, according to the recent 
ous discord.” 


s which have operated in Massachusetts and in | for such a trust, whose labors in that capacity would 
se 


” : . : i i tic, but also in 
F nd to continue its existence in the other. not only in a commercial and diplomatic, 
A ianguee of Mr. Adams’ publication is vio-|a literary point of view, than those of Mr. Everett, 


dissolution of the Union is idle; it has | this appointment. We had anticipated so much pub- 
‘ thea ipa and again with no other effect than |lic advantage from the services of Mr. Everett in 
er the weakness and folly of those who used it. | this behalf, that we are loth to relinquish the hope, 


Me Sean is to be considered as truly express- jit. Wecan now only express the wish that some 


i and announcing the proceedings of po Zovel ( 
a aot the sotacniaty, ws are fast ap- | will be able and willing to uphold the highly impor- 
roe before the late outbreaks. The worst 
ives and views are mutually ascribed to each Li 


secret and hostile associations are formed, or | nexion with a deputation of American engineers, are 
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. ome of its noisest advocates to | the country—as there is scarcely an individual, in the 
wer tha let them determine the particular | whole range of our republic, who could be selected, 


respectively to remove African servitude |be more likely to result beneficially to the country, 


tov violent for any wise statesman to use. |if it had coincided with his convenience to accept 


CANADA. which we have confidently indulged, that he would 
uebec Gazette says: “If the newspaper |so far waive all personal inconveniences as to accept 


person may be appointed by the government, who 


to that state of things which prevailed se- | tant interests which will be committed to his charge. 
[ Boston Atlas. 


the contending parties; charges of false- | NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. Among the 


have occurred at elections and public meet- | lieutenant Ripon of the British army, who, in con- 
ing, and to political differences are added | to lay down and mark the boundary line between 


treaty. 











U. S. BANKRUPT LAW CONSTITUTIONAL 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS, IN MISSOURI. It will be recollected that judge 





“Laleb 


igner to China. 


HE CABINET. We learn that Daniel Webster | court decided that the decision of the circuit judge 
erday resigned the office of secretary of state; and | was conclusive, and must be taken as final in control- 


Hu 
es, 
the 


letter from Washington publiseed in the Balti- 
e Patriot state that Mr. John Tyler, Jr. the Pre- | Catron is now holding the circuit court for Missouri, 


nt’s 





Wells, U.S. district judge for Missouri, decided that 

OFFICIAL. the bankrupt law was unconstitutional—and that sub- 
APPOINTMENT BY THE PRESIDENT. sequently, in order to have the opinion of the su- 
Cushing, of Massachusetts, to be Commis-| preme court on the law, a case was taken up to that 
court, on a certificate of decision in the U. S. circuit 
— court sitting in Kentucky. On this case the supreme 


gh S. Legare, attorney general of the United | ling the opinion of the district court. The case from 
is appointed to be acting secretary of state | Kentucky was therefore dismissed, as not coming 
present. [Nat. Int. May 9th. | properly before the supreme court. 

We learn from the St. Louis papers that judge 





son is to accompany Mr. Cushing to China | and that on the 24th ult. he gave his decision on the ap- 


| 


bis private and confidential secretary. Mr. C. it is | peal from the opinion of judge Wells, reversing said | 


i, has already drawn his salary and outfit—¢18,000. | opinion, and deciding that the bankrupt law is consti- 
he Madisonian of the 9th has the following: 


he president or the United States left the city this | ed by the supreme court, is binding on judge Wells, and 


nini 
rles 


yof three weeks. 


ONSUL. The president of the United States has| TA FE. The Missouri Republican says that let- | 
ognized George M. Thacher as consul of Denmark | ters have been received in St. Louis, from respecta- | regular trade in that line could be looked for. 


B the 


‘y 
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lotic 


y to redeem all the treasury notes of the United 
tes heretofore issued bearing date on, or on any | The state of affairs between Texas and Mexico, in | 
before, the first day of July eighteen hundred and 
y-two, and which have become due or shall be-|for attacking and robbing the Mexican merchants, 
be due, before, or on, the thirtieth day of June € 
hteen hundred and forty three, and that according | Mexican nor American merchants would be spared. 
he provisions of different acts of congress, interest ; Upon this, Col. Kearney,commander of that divi- 


| all the notes herein described will cease on the |sion of the army, wrote to the secretary of war, 
leth day of June next. 
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depositories of the United States in the city of | States troops, which he had ordered to accompany 
York, or at the city of Washington, or at the | the traders out, and to continue with them to Santa | 
sury, willbe redeemed in money and not other- | Fe, or until they may meet anescort from the Mexican | 


lorthwith to the coast of Africa, scour the same 


ISSION TO CHINA. We are authorized to 
tom the most unquestionable authority, that|as to excite the keenest anxiety on the part of all 


facuent of minister to China, which was fully|from the Upper Missouri, brings news of the mur- 
red upon him, by the nomination of the presi- | der of Cuarvis, a Mexican trapper, whose approach 


cube Connected with his domestic relations have | learn that Mr. Pim, the clerk of the Weston, states 
" edly induced Mr. Everett to this determin-|that Wm. Mason was arrested at Independence 


tutional. This decision, on the principle establish- 


ng inthe steamboat Oceola, for his farm in | settles the law for that state, unless an appeal be taken 
city county, Va., where he contemplates a | to the opinion of judge Catroa, which is not probable. 








TROUBLE AMONG THE TRADERS TO SAN- 


port of Boston. ble menin Jackson, Mo., stating that a number of 


oo persons residing on the frontier—desperate charac- 
NOTICE. ters—had left, as it was believed, for the boundary 

OF REDEMPTION OF TREASURY NOTES. line between the United States and New Mexico. It 
Treasury department, April 26, 1843. | was believed that these men expected to be joined 

e is hereby given that this department is | by a number of men of like character from Texas, 
to make an attack upon the traders and rob them. 
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the minds of many persons, furnished a justification 


and it was probable that in such an attack, neither 


asking him to procure permission from the Mexican 
notes that may be offered under this notice at | minister, Mr. Almonte, for the escort of the United 





J.C. SPENCER; Sec. of the Treasury. |troops. The United States troops, on their return, | 


to act as an escort to all Mexican as well as Ameri- | 


MPRESSMENT. A letter from London says— | can traders coming in. 


Verett has made a formal demand for asea-| And the editor remarks, that while it would be 
itizen of the United States, who has been im- | highly improper for the United States troops to cross 
on board of some British ship of waron the | the line without permission, he cannot see any im- 
station. This government has already met| propriety or danger in granting the permission, to 


demand, by ordering the Clio, 16 guns, to pro-|enter the Mexican territory for this purpose, and to ’ ~ . 
: - b caaeete these: continue their protection to deals eal least un- | relations of trade, with chai aa to mutual benefits. — 

arch of the man, and place him, as soon as pos-/|til they shall be relieved by the Mexican troops. He | With many difficulties that may be insuperable on 

* at the disposal of the American Minister. ‘The | also highly compliments Col. Kearney for his com- 

Neculars of this case have not yet transpired; but | mendable promptness in the matter. 

®18 no doubt that same atonement will be made 


© man, as well as to the minister who has thus|andone at Fort Scott were ordered out by the de- 


Two companies of dragoons at Fort Leavenworth, 


mpelled to interpose for his surrender.” 


partment on that service. 
[National Intelligencer, 


Robbery of a Santa Fe trader. The St. Louis New 
Era of Saturday week has the following: 
“The intelligence from our western border is such 


- Edward Everett, the minister of the United | those interested in the Santa Fe trade. The steam- 
at the court of London, does not accept the| boat Weston, which arrived at this port last night 


the United States, confirmed by the senate. | to our settlements had already been announced. We 





‘the relations of trade now existing 


fair of soil, climate and productions, it might | received with disappointment and regret throughout | and that he confessed his guilt and gave up the name 
n alla ’ 


The facts connected with the 


of his poser em 
bery of Charvis, are, in substance, as 


murder and ro 
follows: 

‘Antonio Jose Davi Charvis, acitizen of New 
Mexico, started about four weeks ago from Santa 
Fe for this state, accompanied by twenty men. He 
had with him a large sum of money, and took two 
wagons. with a number of mules. During his jour- 
ney fifteen of his men deserted him, and returned to 
Santa Fe, owing to the severity of the weather. Ac- 
cording to the confession of Mason, Charvis reached 
the Little Arkansas, about 240 miles from Indepen- 
dence, having with him five servants. His party 
was there assailed and plundered, Charvis being shot 
by McDaniel and Mason, to whom that task was as- 
signed by lot. Mason says the servants were driven 
back to New Mexico, and that thirty-two thousand 
dollars were obtained 1n gold and silver. The ac- 
complices, whose names he gave up, were McDaniel, 
of Clay county,two men named Searcy, and one 
called Harris, and Dr. Prefontaine, of Westport, 
Missouri. These men were partof a company of 
fifteen or twenty which left Independence under the 
command of McDaniel on the lst ultimo, for the 
Arkansas, to join Col. Warfield. Col. W. was, 
when Mason left, at the Little Arkansas, with forty- 
five men, waiting to intercept a company of traders 
who were expected to leave Santa Fe about the Ist inst. 

A COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH ENG- 
LAND. It has been mentioned in several papers, 
upon information which seems to be credited, that 
negotiations for a commercial treaty between the 
United States and Great Britain are in contemplation 
by both governments, and that Mr. Webster will re- 
main in the state department some time longer for 
the purpose of conducting this important affair. 

The establishment of a fair arrangement by which 
England would take our flour, beef, pork, tobacco, 
and hemp, under moderate duties, and we in return 
receive her manufactures upon similar terms, would 
no doubt result in mutual benefits. But.there are 
difficulties inthe way of such an arrangement that 
must present serious obstacles toa satisfactory con- 
clusion. So long as the British provision duties are 
fixed upon the principle of securing the home mar- 


| ket to the home agricultural interest, leaving the for- 


eign importations dependent on contingencies uncer 
tain in their nature and difficult to be foreseen, it is 
evident that no great advantage will be gained for 
our farmers by a new commercial treaty. There 
would always be so much risk in sending bread stuffs 
to England under a system of sliding duties that no 


Again; it would be a mostimportant thing to know 
what reduction of our duties on British manufactures 
would be regarded as an equivalent for the commer- 
cial facilities which England might be disposed to 
offer us. It would be of course a matter of calecu- 
lation on both sides—each party being induced to 
negotiate by the hope of gaining something by a new 


arrangement. 


There is doubtless much room for improvement in 
etween this 
country and Great Britain, and especially in refer- 
ence to the colonial trade of the latter. Changes 
could be made that would result in benefits to both 
countries; and we are persuaded that the United 
States will not be behindhand in any effort to pro- 
mote greater liberality in the commercial intercourse 
of the world. The restrictions of European notions 
have driven us to countervailing restrictions, but 
within the extremes of such systems there is space 
enough for a judicious discrimination in favor of 
domestic interests along with a due degree of en- 
couragement to the mutual interchange of commo- 
dities. We hope then thatthe rumor may be true 
respecting the intentions of the two governments of 
the two foremost commercial natons of the world to 
enter into negotiations for the establishment of new 





some points, there is much that may be practicable 
for the promotion of a more liberal intercourse. 


[ Balt. American, April 29. 





MR. HOYT—ueavy verpicr. The suit of the 
United States vs. Jesse Hoyt, formerly collector of 
this port, was decided on Friday in the United States 
district court, in favor of the plaintiff, and a judgment 
rendered against the defendant for two hundred and 
twenty thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven dollars 
and odd cents. This suit was instituted for $226,000. 


The first point relied upon by the counsel for Mr. 
Hoyt, was his private cash-book, which he had in- 
stituted to protect himself against any errors made 
in the treasurer’s account. By this it appeared that 





€ are confident that this decision will be | landing on the 24th as one of the supposed bandits, 


Mr. Hoyt had disbursed $45,000 more than he had 
received. Judge Thompson, in his charge to the, 
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jury, attached little importance to this, as the depo- 
site moneys, the bonds paid under protest, and the 
treasury notes, were not entered in itat all—and it 
could therefore offer no claims as a test-book of the 
cash transactions. 


Another principal point of defence was the depo- 
sit question. Mr, Hoyt has a claim against the go- 
vernment of $109,000 for money deposited and 
charged to him by the government twice. It is a 
practice with merchants, when they want their 
goods immediately, to deposit a sum with the collec- 
tor, estimated to be more than sufficient to pay the 
duties, and when the amount of duties is finally de- 
termined, it is taken from the deposit fund, and the 
remainder returned to the depositor. 

This deposit money is paid to the treasury depart- 
ment, and if the department had retained the whole 
sum, and at the same time required the collector to 
pay back the surplus, the claim of a double charge 
might he sustained by Mr. Hoyt. But, on the con- 
trary, the government did not make up its account 
with Mr. Hoyt until after the duties were actually 
paid, and charged him, not for the whole sum depo- 
te but only the exact sum of duties paid. from this 

und. 

The treasury department continually returned the 
surplus jeft after paying the duties. Thus it appears 
that no sums have actually been charged twice. 


As to the other items of Mr. Hoyt’s account against 
the United States, for fines and forfeitures, fees and 
commissions—amounting to the enormous sum of 

257,580—his honor was of the opinion that they 
ad not the slightest claim to consideration. 

The next question involved in this suit was that of 
the commissions and fees, charged for by Mr. Hoyt, in 
addition to his salary as collector. These items 
amounted, the first to $201,580, and the other to 
$36,000—and the judge expressed himself in the 
most decided manner against the legality of allowing 
them. 

This is a very important decision, and reduces the 
emoluments of Mr. Hoyt from some two hundred 
ani fifty thousand dolJars during the time he held 
the office, to a mere trifle of four thousand dollars a 
year, as provided for by law. [.M. Y. Aurora. 

The sureties of Mr Hoyt are Jesse Oakley, T. J. 
Oakley, Robert McJimsey, Lorenzo Hoyt, Lewis 
Thurston, and Thaddeus Phelps as guarantees for 
$200,000. The government, we believe, will now 
proceed to prosecute them, as nothing can be ob- 
tained of Jesse Hoyt; and whether from them, it re- 
mains to be seen. [M. Y. Express. 
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THE NAVY. 


Orpers—for the week ending the 5th May Lieut. 
McDougal one month Jeave, ill health. 

Lieut. Wm. Green, naval hospital, Norfolk. 

Lieut Ed. Middleton, to the Pennsylvania. 

P. Mid. C.S. McDonough, receiving vessel at New 
Orleans. 

Mid. W. B. Brown, one month’s leave, ill health. 

Mid. C. H. B. Caldwell, to the receiving ship Ohio. 

Boatswain Joseph Lewis, Navy Yard, Boston. 

Act. Carpenter L. Smith, receiving ship Pennsy]- 
vania. 

Lieut. L. C Sartori, order to the Somers revoked, 
ill health. 

Mid. Wm. H. Murdaugh, to the Brandywine. 

Sur. Henry S. Coulter, to the Vandalia. 

Lieut. N. M. Howison, to the Pacific squadron. 

Lieut. Robert Handy, to the Levant. 

Lieut. Wm. Taylor Smith, to the Truxton. 

Lieut. E. R. Thomson, order to the Levant revo- 
ked, and to special duty. 

Lieut. Samuel F. Hazard, to the Decatur. 

Lieut. A. A. Harwood, to ordnance duty. 

P. Mid. James A. Doyle; receiving ship Baltimore. 

Gunner Thos. Dewey, to the ordinary, New York. 

Lieut. Joseph H. Adams, sloop Levant. 

Lieut. Ch. H. McBlair, leave four months, 

Appointments. 

Ch. B. Oliver, Acting Master’s Mate. 

E. F. Olmstead Acting Master’s Mate. 

James A. Polley, Acting Master’s Mate. 

Resignation. 

Acting Sailmaker J. P. Wood. 

Marine corps—Orders, Lieut. Col. W. H. Free- 
man, On leave to await‘orders at Boston. 

2d Lieut. J. S. Devlin to marine barracks N. York, 
and as disbursing officer for that station, in addition 
to his duties in the line. 

2d Lieut. W. W. Russell, join at head quarters, 
and placed on drill. 

Captain A. A. Brevoort, receiving ship, Norfolk. 

Lieut. Col. S. Miller, command nfs A barracks 
at N. York, and to take charge of the recruiting ser- 
vice; to reside at Philadelphia. 

Lieut. H. B. Tyler, to ihe coast of Brazil, as com- 
manding marine officer in that squadron. 


Captain T. A. Linton, to command of marine bar- 
racks at Gosport, Virginia. 

Captain J. G. Williams, to command of marine 
barracks at Pensacola. [.4rmy and Navy Chronicle. 
The frigate United States, Capt. Armstrong, arriv- 
ed at Oahu (Sandwich Islands) on the 4th December 
and sailed on the 7th. Only nine were on the sick 
list, out of a ship’s company of 500. 

The Philadelphia Inquirer states that orders have 
been received at the Navy Yard at that place, to 
complete and launch the frigate Raritan, as soon as 
possible. 

The U.S. ship Saratoga arrived at New York from 
Portsmouth, N. H. Sunday last. She will sail in a 
few days with Com. Perry for the coast of Africa. 


East Inpia Squapron. We learn from the Madi- 
sonian that orders have been given to Commodore 
Parker, commanding the U. S. naval forces destined 
to the East Indies, to sail with the vessels under his 
command, viz. the frigate Brandywine and sloop of 
war St. Louis, now at Norfolk, positively by the 20th 
inst., or sooner, ifready. The Madisonian says that 
any letters that may be receivedat the navy depart- 
ment in season will be forwarded by one or the other 
of these vessels. 


San Dieco. We learn from the Boston Post that 
the vessel described as the United States ship Alert,” 
which was reported to have taken possession of a fort 
on the Western coast of Mexico, (about the time of 
Commodore Jones’s acting in the same manner upon 
the rumor of war with Mexico,) was a merchant ship 
of that name, from the port of Boston, commanded by 
Captain Phelps. The Post gives the following ac- 
count of the proceedings of this vessel. 

‘The Alert was at anchor in the harbor of San Di- 
ego last October, and had nearly all her stores, and 
part of ballast on shore ready for taking in cargo, 
when intelligence was received of a declaration of war 
between the United States and Mexico, and of the 
capture of Monterey by commodore Jones, and that 
the soldiers from San Pedro (a place about three 
miles from San Diego) had received orders to proceed 
forthwith and capture the Alert. On the 28th of Oc- 
tober the intelligence was confirmed by a' party of 
hunters (Americans) who came on board the Alert 
with all their property, seeking protection from the 
anticipated movements of the hostile troops. Captain 
Phelps immediately took possession of the fort ashore, 
spiked the guns, and then got his stores on board and 
every thing ready for slipping his cables if necessary. 
The Alert had four six-pounders on board, which 
were brought to bear on the shore; and, as the vessel 
lay within pistol shot of the Jand, her guns fully com- 
manded the beach. With a crew of sixteen men and 
boys, halfa dozen hunters, (excellent riflemen,) and 
plenty of arms and ammunition, Captain Phelps de- 
termined not to slip his cables or abandon his cargo on 
shore without burninga littlegunpowder. Buton the 
Ist of November the official intelligence of the evac- 
uation of Monterey was received, and, as a matter of 
course, Capt. Phelps ceased warlike operations, and 
commenced putting his ship in order for taking in car- 
go. The Alert arrived at this port on Thursday af- 
ternoon.” 

The Hon. A. P. Upshur, secretary of the navy, 
and Com: Warrington, chief of the Bureau of navy 
yards and docks, arrived at Norfolk on Sunday 
morning from Washington. Monday they visited 
thePennsylvania flag-ship and the other men-of-war 
atthe anchorage. They were honored at their recep- 
tion and departure with a salute by each ship in suc- 
cession. 

The U. S. sloop of war Vandalia, Com. McCluney, 
bound to Chagres, dropped down to Hampton Roads 
on Saturday afternoon. Com. Dallas, Mr. Brown, U. 
S. commissioner to the Sandwich Islands, and other 
gentlemen going out in the Vandalia, will leave here 
this morning in the steamer Star, to join said ship, 
when she will immediately proceed to sea. 

{| Norfolk Beacon, May 8th. 

The U. S. ship Delaware, bearing the broad pen- 
nant of Commodore Morris, arrived at Gibraltar on 
the 6th ult. The health of the officers and crew is re- 
ported as uncommonly good. 
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VERMONT. 

PUNISHMENT OF DEATH. It has been very gene- 
rally stated that the punishment of death for murder 
was abolished in Vermont by the law of 1842. This 
will probably be the practical effect of the act which 
forbids an execution to take place within one year 
after conviction or without the warrant of the govern- 
or. But the punishment of death is still nominally 
retained, as ruled by the presiding judge at the trial 
of Eugene Clifford, recently convicted of the murder 


-- 


of his wife at St. Aibans. The sentence was pro- 





nounced in the following terms: 











a 

“It is the judgment of the court that for the 
you suffer death by hanging, to be executed 
as Soon as may be, in due course of law, after 
piration of one year from the 21st day of April, 1843 
and, in the meantime, and until the punishment 
death Shall be inflicted upon you, you be fartivwin 
committed to solitary confinement in the state ri ~ 
at Windsor in the county of Windsor.” vases 


_. . RHODE ISLAND. 

The political organization of the government of 
this state, under its newly adopted constitution took 

lace at Newport on the 3d inst. All the proceed 

ings were marked with that strict adherence to la ‘ 
and order which have characterized the acts of re 
highminded and patriotic party which is constituted 
of the large majority of the population of that State 

On Tuesday both branches met in convention (call. 
ed in that state ‘‘grand committee,”’) Governor King 
in the chair; when the counting committee reported 
the whole number of votes taken for governor at the 
late election (held under the new constitution) to be 
16,520; of which Jas. Fenner received 9,107, and T 
F. Carpenter 7,392 votes, scattering 21; and report. 
ed the votes for the other state officers as follows: 

The majority of Byron Diman, lieut. governor, was 
1,812; Henry Bowen, secretary of state, 1,830: Jo. 
seph M. Blake, attorney general, 1,843; Stephen Ca 
hoon, treasurer, 1,832. They were all “law and Ors 
der” candidates. 

Whereupon James Fenner, the governor elect, and 
the other officers elected, took the oath of office, 
Proclamation of the election was then made, accord. 
ing to the time-honored custom, by the town sergeant 
of the town of Newport. 

The two houses having separated, a resolution was 
offered and adopted appointing a joint committee 
from the two houses to inform the genera] assembly 
under the charter, of the organization of the govern. 
ment under the constitution. 

On Wednesday, accordingly, after the adjournment 
of the new house of representatives, the general as. 
sembly under the charter convened in “grand com- 
mittee,” Governor King in the chair. 

The committee appointed by the general assembly 
under the constitution appeared and made report 
through their chairman, as follows: 

To the honorable general assembly of the state of Rhode 
Island, &c. now assembled at Newport, under the char 
ter of this state. 

The subscribers, appointed by this honorable body 
a committee to be present at the organization of the 
new general assembly under the constitution recent- 
ly adopted by the people of this state, respectfully 
report that.they have attended to the duty assigned 
to them; that the senate and house of representatives 
under the constitution have been duly organized, ac- 
cording to the provisions of said constitution and the 
act passed at the last January session of the general 
assembly, regulating their organization; and that, 
therefore, according to the provisions of said consti- 
tution, the power of the government as orgenized 
under the charter has ceased. 

EDWARD W. LAWTON, 
ELISHA HARRIS, 
ELISHA R. POTTER, 
HEZ. BOSWORTH, 
HENRY Y. CRANSTON, 
WILKINS UPDIKE, 
BENJAMIN HALL, 
BENJAMIN F. REMINGTON, 
STEPHEN BRANCH. 
Newport, Tuesday, May 2, 1843. 
Whereupon the following resolution was adopted: 
In General Assembly, Tuesday, May 2, 1843. 

Resolved, That the foregoing report be accepted, 
and that this general assembly be, and the same 
hereby, declared to be dissolved. 

With the passage of this resolution the last general 
assembly under the old charter ceased to exist, and 
the new constitution has been happily put in opera- 
tion. 


— 
Offence 
PON you 


CONNECTICUT. 


Tue Lecistarure assembled at Hartford on the 
3d inst. There was a military spectacle, as usual 
on such occasions in that state, although the govern 
or’s guards had no governor to escort to the city— 
Governor Cleveland having been thrown from his 
carriage and had broken his knee-pan several days 
before. 

The house of representatives was organized by 
electing Noyes Billings, esq., of New London, to the 
chair. The people of the state having failed to choose 
a governor, the legislature proceeded to the task on 
the 4th inst. and Mr. Cleveland was re-elected by the 
following vote: 

Whole number of votes 203 

Necessary to a choice 102 





Of which Chauncey F. Cleveland received 125 


the ex. & 
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William S. Holabird was elected lient. governor 
py the same number of votes; Jabez L. White, Jr. 
reasurer; Noah A. Phelps, secretary; and Gideo 


Welles, com ptroller. | 


Gov. CLEVELAND’S MESSAGE. This document re- 
Jates chiefly to the internal affairs of the state. Some 
modifications are recommended in the tax laws so as 
jo render them more equal in their operation. The 
aystem of taxing both persons and property to a mo- 
derate extent prevails in Connecticut; the poll tax is 
equivalent to the tax levied upon real estate of the 
value of six hundred and sixty-seven dollars. The 

yernor urges the abolition of capital punishment; 
recommends some alterations in the militia laws of 
the state; and suggests additional legislation for the 
hetter preservation of the arms belonging to the 
commonwealth. ~ The aggregate number of men en- 
rolled in the militia in 1842 was forty-six thousand 
fve hundred and twenty-eight. 


The receipts into the treasury for the last year, in- 
cluding the state’s share of the public land sales, 
were $101,046; the expenditure for the same period 
amounted to $77,941—leaving a balance in the trea- 
sury of upwards of twenty-three thousand dollars. 


The school fund amounts to $2,044,354; the reve- 
nue from it during the year was $124,890. 

The humane institutions in the state are noticed in 
gn appropriate manner, and some further extension 
of the publle benevolence in behalf of the insane 

or is recommended. 


The subject of the tariff is mentioned in connec- 





> tion with certain resolutions submitted from the le- 


gislature of South Carolina. From the language of 
Gov. Cleveland we should suppose him to entertain 

ood whig sentiments on this point—at all events we 
find nothing to object to in his synopsis of the pur- 
poses and features of a sound tariff policy. We 
agree with him in his views “that the amount of re- 
yenue imposed and collected shall be limited to cur- 
rent expenses of the government, justly and econo- 
mically administered, including suitable provisions 
for the common defence of the country; and that 
congress should be governed by a discriminating 
wisdom in the selection of the subjects of taxation 
for those purposes; that the burthens imposed upon 
native industry by the operation of foreign enact- 
ments, should as nearly as possible be balanced, so 
asto bear with the most perfect degree of equality 
attainable, upon the various interests of the country; 
and that in exercising the powers granted for this 
object, incidental protection should be afforded to all 
descriptions of American labor.” 


The following passage presents a fine picture of a 
flourishing commonwealth. We have to regret that 


} the description in some of its characteristic points 


does not apply to all the states: 

No state in the union occupies a prouder or more 
enviable position before the world than Connecticut. 
With an intelligent, enterprizing, and industrious po- 
pulation—free from debt, and possessing ample re- 
sources for the supply of all her wants—with insti- 
lutions for religious instruction permanently estab- 
lished and well supported in every town and almost 
every village within her borders—with colleges of 
the highest order, and a system of free schools based 
upon a permanent foundation, for the intellectual 
and moral culture of all her youth—with an asylum 
for the education of those who are deprived of the 
powerof speech, and for the relief of a large portion 
of that unfortunate class of human beings within 
her limits, who, by the Providence of God, are di- 
Vestedof reason and understanding—with a form of 
b°vernment and a code of laws, which recognize 
the political equality of her people; which secure 

min the quiet possession and enjoyment of per- 
sonal liberty, personal security, and private proper- 
'; which throw around the enjoyment of civil and 
religious freedom strong and endearing safeguards, 
~ Which afford the most ample protection to all 

* interests and employments of society—with 


| these and other distinguished advantages, Connecti- 


~e possesses within herself the true elements of na- 
tonal greatness. 


ae 


NEW YORK 


Ri. New York Journal of Commerce says that a 
ent act of the legislature of that state confirms 


‘te title of naturalized citizens to real estate, and 


ye valid any conveyances executed by them; al- 
a aliens, who have filed, or shall, within one year, 
; the date of the act, (April 10, 1843,) file the 
, Position or affirmation specified in sec. 15, art. 2, 
boos i part 2, R. S. during the term of five years 
neki : passage of the act. The act is not to affect 
wa already vested. The same privileges are ex- 
ded to native Indians. 


EALTH oF THE STATE. 


roller’ According to the comp- 


5 report, the valuation of real and personal 





estate in New York, and the sums levied for county 

and state taxes are as follows: 

Total value of real estate $504 254,029 00 

Total value of personal estate 116,595,233 00 
$620,849,262 00 


3,283,400 00 
$63,087 39 





Agggregate valuation 
Amount of county and state taxes 
Amount of town taxes 








The Cincinnati Gazette adds: 

‘The banks whose charters have expired are quiet- 
ly winding up their affairs. The people of Ohio owe 
them about $8,000,000, which must now be paid 
without the aid of any bank facilities, out of the re- 
sources of the country, and by the sweat of the brow. 
Four millions more are due to the existing banks, 
which must also be collected within a short period.” 





Aggregate of town, county and 
state taxes 4,246.487 78 
The state taxes amount to 620,676 34 
Amount of town and county taxes 3,625,811 44 

The number of acres of land assessed in the whole 


state is 27,176,934. 


ANNUAL CONSUMPTION OF PRODUCE IN THE CITY 
or New York. The following is an estimate, care- 
fully made from accurate observation, of the annual 
sales of articles of country produce in the city of 
New York, for the consumption of the inhabitants: 


Fresh beef $1,470,000 
“ Veal 350,000 
‘© Mutton and lamb 300,000 
“© Pork 600,000 
‘¢ Poultry, game, eggs, &c. 800,000 
Salted beef, pork and hams 1,200,000 
Vegetables and fruit 1,200,000 
Milk 731,000 
Butter, cheese and lard 1,500,000 


3,000,000 
750,000 


2,500,000 
500,000 


Flour, meal and other bread stuffs 

Hay and oats 

Fuel (wood and coal) exclusive of steam- 
boat fuel 

Articles not enumerated, exclusive of 
building materials 


$14,900,00 

The number of dwelling houses in the city in 1840 
was 16,458, dwellings with stores 6,614, stores and 
oflices, 3,855, other buildings, 5,189. 

The construction of rail roads leading to the city 
has had a great influence on the price of many arti- 
cles with which our market is supplied. Vast quan- 
tities of market produce are brought on the Camden 
and Amboy and other New Jersey railroads, as well 
as the Long Island rail roads. But the New York 
and Erie rail road has been very important to our 
citizens, although only extending to Goshen, in Or- 
range connty, 46 miles from the North river. On 
milk alone the saving to the citizens, in consequence 
of the reduction of price, since the introduction of 
the Goshen milk by the rail road, 1s at least too hun- 
dred thousand dollars per annum; and on fresh meat 


the reduction in price over 25 per cent. 
[ True Sun. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

New county or Erk. Col. Andrews, clerk of the 
house of representatives informed us on Saturday, 
that the bill to form a new county out of parts of 
Jefferson, Warren, McKean, and Clearfield, to be 
called “Elk,” passed finally on the last day of the 
session, and has received the executive sanction.— 
This is one of the most important lumber regions in 
the state, and will soon become a rich county. 

[ Forum. 
OHIO. 

Banks. The condition of the ten remaining banks 

of Ohio, at the close of the 3lst of March, was as 





follows: 
Resources. 
Bills and notes discounted $3,929,371 50 
Specie : ; 630,426 34 
Bank notes on hand 295,109 35 
Due from banks 352,011 92 
Other resources 1,126,679 96 
$6,333,902 07 
Liabilities. 


$3,491,307 66 
1,431,747 50 
82,168 82 
803,247 41 
515,430 68 


$6,333,902 07 

In December, 1840, there were thirty-five banks 
in the state, which had loans out to the amount of 
$11,449,065. In December, 1842, there were twenty- 
three banks, and their loans amounted to $6,937,783. 
In March, 1843, the ten remaining banks had loans 
out amounting to $3,929,374. Thus it will be seen 
that the loans of the banks were $7,519,691 less at 
the close of March, 1843, than they were in Decem- 
ber, 1840. 

The circulation of the banks at the close of 1840 
was $4,233,751, and on the 3lst of March, 1843, it 
had been reduced to $1,431,747—showing a decrease 
in their circulation of $2,802,004. 


Capital stock ° . ° 
Circulation ‘ ‘ 

Due to banks 

Deposites , ‘ ° . 
Other liabilities . ‘ ; , 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 





_ TRADE ON LAKE ERIE. The immense and 
increased value of this trade is only known to those 
whose business directs their attention to it. The 
connexion forming between the rich valleys in the 
interior of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois and these in- 
Jand seas must add largely to it. A letter from 
Cleveland, in the North American of Saturday, states 
that during the year 1842 the number of arrivals and 
departures at that port alone were 2,462, of which 
1,050 were steamboats. The aggregate tonnage was 
18,671 tons, and the value of the exports $5,851,898. 
Of thissum $1,016,976 were exported to Canada, 
and the number of arrivals from and departures to 
that country is 719. 


oe 


TRADE WITH BRAZIL. The Boston Atlas 
contains an article upon this important subject, from 
which we gather some important statistics. The 
value of merchandise, the produce of Brazil, im- 
ported into the United States between October, 1840, 
and October, 1841, free of duty, is $5,841,462, of 
which the value of $5,173,067 was in coffee. The 
amount paying specific duty was $459,688, of which 
sugar was the great item, amounting to $456,594.— 
The amount paying ad valorem duty was $1,503, 
making a-total amount of imports from Brazil to the 
United States of $6,302.653, of which was imported 
in American vessels, $5,662,085. The exports of 
merchandise, the products of foreign countries, from 
the United States to Brazil, for the same time, 
amounted to $572,282, nearly the whole of which 
was carried in American vessels. The domestic ex- 
ports for the same time were $2,941,991,—nearly 
the whole in American vessels. At the same time, 
Great Britain exports to Brazil about $25,000,000 
of her own manufactures annually, and by the trea- 
ty which expires in 1844, and which the Brazilian 
government is unwilling to renew, obtains the mono- 
poly of the Brazilian market. The opportunity now 
presented to this government should on no account 
be allowed to pass unimproved. 


JACOB RIDGWAY. The Philadelphia papers 
announce the death of the wealthiest inhabitant of 
that city. We copy from the Inquirer the following 
article on the subject: 

Mr. Jacob Ridgway, who, since the decease of 
Stephen Girard, has been regarded as the wealthiest 
citizen of Philadelphia, departed this life yesterday 
morning at 11 o’clock, at his residence in Chesnut 
street, opposite Independence Hall, in the 75th year 
of his age. He had been ill for some days, and was 
attended in his last hours by several of our most 
eminent physicians. Mr. Ridgway was knocked 
down in the street a few weeks ago by a horse and 
vehicle, and was indisposed from the time of the ac- 
cident. He wasa self-made man, and died worth, 
it is probable, about $6,000,000 in property of vari- 
ous kinds. In early life Mr. Ridgway was a ship 
carpenter; he was subsequently American consul at. 
Antwerp, during a most critical period of the last 
European war. 

He also resided for some time at Paris, and then 
returned to this country, where, his health failing, 
he was recommended to visit the south. He did so, 
but experiencing little benefit, he arrived at the 
conclusion that the want of employment was the 
real source of his disease, and he returned to Phila- 
delphia. He resided here for the last years of his 
life, and was one of the most useful of our citizens; 
was constantly engaged in building and other lauda- 
ble undertakings; and at the time of his decease 
owned several hundred houses inthe city and county, 
as well as estates in different parts of the Union, es- 
pecially in Delaware and New Jersey. His im- 
mediate heirs are a son, Mr. John Ridgway, and two 
daughters, Mrs. Dr. Rush and Mrs. Rotch. The 
latter is a widow, and neither of the daughters have 
children. 

Mr. Ridgway had constantly engaged upwards of 
two hundred men, house carpenters, painters, and 
other mechanics, and his loss therefore will be seri- 
ously felt. He was regarded as an excellent Jandlord. 
A friend mentioned to us on Saturday, as an Instance 
of his liberality in assisting others, that, on one oc- 
casion, he loaned the late Mr. Guier his note at 
eighteen months, for $100,000, which was discounted 
by Mr. Girard. 
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Will of Jacob Ridgway, esq. Great anxiety has 
been naturally felt to know what would be the dis- 
tribution of the estate of one so wealthy as the late 
J. Ridgway, esq. The reports that were set on foot 
a few days since could of course not be well founded. 

We learn, from unquestionable authority, that the 
will of Mr. Ridgway was opened and read yesterday 
afternoon. It was in the hand writing of Mr. R., and 
was prepared about two years since. 

Mr. Ridgway bequeathed to Messrs. Carlton and 
Bloomfield Moore, two sons of the late Mr. Samuel 
Moore, formerly his plasterer, ten thousand dollars 
each—having treated them with more than all the 
kindness which, twenty years before, he had promised 
to their dying father. 

To his clerk, Mr. Thomas Craven, who had been 
most faithful and attentive, he gave the sum of six 
thousand dollars. 

To his housekeeper an annuity. 

To Mr. Bethuel Moore, his carpenter, the house in, 
which he (Mr. M.) resides. 

To his mason he gave one thousand dollars. 

To his coachman, a faithful servant, one thousand 
dollars. 

To all the other servants small legacies. 

To several other persons legacies of five hundred 
and a thousand dollars each. 

Making in all fifty thousand dollars. 

The remainder of his immense wealth—supposed 
to be between three and four millions of dollars— 
Mr. Ridgway divided equally among his three chil- 
dren, Mr. John Ridgway, Mrs. Dr. James Rush, and 
Mrs. Rotch, in fee. 

The following persons are the executors named in 
the will—Mr. John Ridgway, the son, Dr. James 


Rush, the son-in-law, and Mrs. Rotch, the daughter 


of Mr. Ridgway. [U. S. Gaz. 


COLONIZATION. The barque Renown, which 
has been chartered to take out emigrants to Liberia, 
we learn from an authentic source, was to sail from 
New Orleans on Thursday for Norfolk, where she 
will probably arrive about 15th instant. The Re- 


nown has been chartered by the American Coloniza- 
tion society at New Orleans, and merely touches at 


Norfolk to receive additional freight and emigrants, 


Articles intended for the Renown, may be consigned 


to Messrs. Soutter and Bell, Norfolk. 


The Renown takes on board at N. Orleans sixty- 
nine liberated slaves, the property of the late Mrs. 
Read, of Mississippi, the remainder, there being one 


hundred and thirty in all, awaiting another expedi- 
‘tion. 


pected also to accompany the expedition. 


nown. 


fray the necessary expenses of emigration. 


SLAVE QUESTION. A French paper publish- 
ed in New York, entitled Le Courier des Etats Unis, 
publishes a correspondence which discloses a move- 


ment of some interest to the people of this country 


The French government have under consideration a 
project for emancipating the slaves in the West In- 
! This is warmly opposed by the slave- 
holders of those islands, who, for the purpose of de- 
feating it, propose a league between the French and 
Spanish West Indies and the southern states of our 
union for the common defence of their slave pro- 


dia colonies. 


rty. 


The first letter given by La Courier is from Paris, 
under date of Feb. 26th, signed ‘4. Jollivet, delegate 
in the chamber of deputies from Martinique,’ and 
states that ‘ina short time delegates, chosen from 
among the most influential inhabitants of Martinique 
and Guadaloupe, will visit the southern states of the 


union and the Spanish islands, to arrange the basi 
of a common defence.’ 


sued an address to them, from which the following i 
an extract: 


“The colonial authorities have}just rejected unani- 
mously, the projects of emancipation which the 
French government had submitted to their delibera- 
tions. Their resistance would be more efficacious, 
their means of resistance more powerful, if the 
southern states of the American union, the Spanish 
islands, and Brazil, were to make common cause 


with them. 


Whenever wae daton shall be effected in all the 
ntilles, it will be very difficult 


archipelago of the 


Eighteen slaves from Kentucky to whom free- 
dom was bequeathed by their Jate master are ex- 
Twelve 
slaves from Richmond, Virginia, to whom freedom 
was bequeathed on condition of their emigrating to 
Liberia within a certain time, and who have them- 
selves earned a part of the money necessary to de- 
fray their expenses, will probably go out in the Re- 
There are a number of other slaves belong- 
ing to plantations in Tennessee, Virginia, North 
Carolina, &c., who will probably emigrate the pre- 
sent year, as their present owners are ready to libe- 
rate them so soon as money can be procured to de- 


To prepare the southern 
states for the proposed movement, .M. Jollivet has is- 


for the southern states of the union to escape the 
contagion and the peril of the example. It is to 
you, therefore, that f have addressed the invitation 
to unite with the delegates of the French colonies, 
to effect which object you can organize in your state, 
and in the neighboring states committees of corres- 
pondence, with whom I engage to put myself imme- 
diately jin communication.” 


There is another letter in the series, dated Paris, 
March Ist, signed Alph. Rides des Contenot, which 
says: 

‘*Itjhas just been decided that a deputation from the 
French colonies shall go in the course of September 
or October next, to make an appeal to the southern 
states of the American union and to the Spanish Is- 
lands. This deputation will be composed of M. 
Portier, vice president of the colonial council of 
Guadaloupe, M. Huc, member of the colonial coun- 
cil of Martinique, and other persons. These gen- 
tlemen will call a meeting at New Orleans, and re- 
present the importance to the southern states of sus- 
taining the French Antilles, which are really the 
avant ec of the island of Cuba, as thatis the ad- 
vanced post of Florida, Alabama, Virginia, &c. 
After having overthrown the one, the abolitionists 
will bring all their forces to bear upon the others. 
Their cause then is common, their defence ought to 
be the same.” 

The editor of Le Courier adds to this letter— 
“The terrible disasters (earthquakes) which have 
just ruined one of the principal French colonies, 
will expose the colonial cause to be found without 


continental America does not promptly relieve and 
reinforce this courageous vanguard. Those coun- 
tries to which slavery is a condition of prosperity 
and of existence, should remember that it is not at 
Madrid nor at Washington that their cause must be 
pleaded, but at Paris. Whenever France shall be 
conquered by abolitionism, the slave system will have 
lost the last of its ramparts.” 

[To this or any proposition from abroad relating to 
the slavery of the African race, the people of the U. 
States will hold but one language. We aLtow no 
FOREIGN INTERFERENCE ON THIS QUESTION. ] 


THE GEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION met at 
Albany last week. Professor Henry D. Rogers took 
the chair as president. Dr. Owen, of New York, 
read an interesting paper upon a process of execut- 


geological and scientific subjects, and exhibited many 
specimens of the art—fishes, rocks, fossils, &c.—of 
great beauty and truth in color and drawing. Mr. 
Holdeman explained another mode of executing 
geological representations, practised in Pennsylva- 
nia, on paper, and with dry colors, rubbed in with 
a stamp, and then retouched with a pencil or cra- 
yon. 
Mr. Dana read a paper on certain geological prin- 
ciples, being the result of observations made in the 
course of the exploring expedition. This caused a 
debate on metamorphic formations. Professor Beck 
read a paper on igneous action, which caused consi- 
derable discussion. 

Professor Dana, in speaking of the subject, main- 
tained that water at the bottom of the ocean might 
become heated to a degree much beyond the ordina- 
ry boiling point, by sub-marine volcanoes, and yet 
be kept in its position for a long time without rising 
.|or mingling with the colder water, by the mere 
weight of the superincumbent fluid. This position 
was vehemently combated by a member of the as- 


water as hot at the bottom of the ocean as it was in 
a kettle—inasmuch as the moment a volume of wa- 
ter became heated at the bottom it would rise to the 
top, and give place to the colder water, which in its 


tained by Messrs. Redfield, Eraerson, and Houghton. 
the results of his discoveries of the existence, from 
and character of crystals in the barks, leaves and 


ashes of the different kinds of woods. 
illustrated by beautiful diagrams. 


bate. 


Washington in May next year. 





defenders at the tribunal of the European world, if 





of the association, and Dr. David Dale Owen, or; 
diana, secretary. 901 Ty 


eee 


IMPORTATION OF MERCHANDIZ 
SPECIE. ‘Why does the gold come in f me 
land?” isa question often asked; and the ans 2 
usually is, ‘the balance of trade is in our favor.” w 
may understand something of the cause, however : 
we look at the state of imports for 1841, °42, ani’) 
first quarter of 1843, and the same views wil] 
what must be the situation of the American m 
or British fabrics. 


é 
Show 


arket 


Linen cloths. 
There were exported from Liverpool, in 184] 
1841. .. 


Cases. Bales. Cases. Bale 
To New York, 9,770 5,476 4,448 3.1% 
To Boston, 675 14185 aT og 
To Philadelphia, 2,563 865 1,206 40) 
Cotton stuffs. 
To New York, 19,540 762 9,244 47 
To Boston, 2,949 273. 1,986 yx 
To Philadelphia, 3,984 44 1,614 54 
Cotton threads. 
To New York, 2,024 45 961 15 
To Boston, 83 Q 4i i 
To Philadelphia 408 3 171 ; 
W oollen\stuffs. 
To New York, 4,605 5,708 3,422 4 ys 
To Boston, 523 615 590 44} 
To Philadelphia, 463 1,659 166 675 
Worsted stuffs. 
To New York, 5,415 425 3,315 51 
To Boston, 1,415 159 946 13 
To Philadelphia, 826 156 305 104 


It will be seen that the exportation from Liverpool 
for New York, Boston, and Philadelphia was, in 184) 
only about half of what it was in 184). 

We have before us, also, a statement of the ex. 
ports from the same port to the same ports, for the 
first three months of 1843, and they bear about the 


= > 
en ae a he 


ing, on cotton cloth, durable paintings illustrative of | 


sociation, who insisted that it was impossible to heat 


turn would rise, &c. Mr. Dana’s position was main- 


Professor Bailey, of West Point, read a paper giving 


{t was well 
More than a mil- 
s|lion of these crystals may be found in a single 
square inch of the liber of the wood. Dr. Owen 
read a long and interesting paper on the geology 
s|of the western states—principally of Indiana and 
the Ohio Valley. This elicited an interesting de- 


The association of American Geologists closed its 
session at Albany on Tuesday evening, to meet at 
A number of highly 
interesting and valuable papers were read during the 
session, including one, which 1s spoken of as pecu- 
liarly meritorious, by Professor Rodgers, the presi- 
dent, on the subject of earthquakes, illustrate by a 
very large diagram. Previous to adjournment, Dr. 


same relation to the imports of the first quarter of 
1842, that the whole of the imports of 1842 bear 
to those of 1841—that is, they are about half, so that 
there will be a tremendous falling off, when the 
whole business of 1843 shall have been made up. 
In the article of blankets, the following is the 
statement: 


Three months of 
1841. 1842. 1843. 
Bales. Bales. Bales. 
New York, 1,758 1,614 127 
Boston, 217 138 5 
Philadelphia, 401 47 6 
Baltimore, 137 


The merchandize exported from Liverpool to Bal: 
timore, is thus set forth: 
Three months of 


This immense difference acquires new consequencé 
from the fact, that while the number of cases nd 
bales diminish at the rate of fifty per cent. the price 
of the same articles has been equally reduced. Those 
then, who recollect the vast amount of cotton and 
provisions that have been shipped from this county 
to England, in the time included in the above calc 
lations, will find no difficulty in accounting for the 
amount of specie flowing into this country; and they 
will also see in the state of the market, consequet! 
upon such an unequal commerce, the means of psy 
ing off all personal indebtedness of the United States 
to Great Britain, which is the beginning of the pub- 
lic liquidation. [.4m. Sentinel. 


DOMESTIC SILK. We were shown to-day somé 
rich specimens of manufactured silk, consisting ° 
handkerchiefs and sewing silk, the product of Lake 
county, Ohio. Messrs. Clapp and Curtis, of Paines: 
ville, commenced the growing and manufacture © 
silk last season, and we are glad to learn from ei 
Clapp that the experiment has been crowned wi 
anticipated success. Mr. Curtis returned last sed 
son from England, which country he visited at the 
instance of the Anti Corn Law League associ® 
tion, and while in London secured the services 0 
Mr. James Newman, an experienced silk throster 
With the aid of Mr. N., Messrs. C. and C. have 
one loom in operation, have manufactured abou 
100 Ibs. of silk, and expect to weave this sprite 
some 400 yards of silk fabrics. They have “ny 
two Throwing mills, one of 40 and the other Oo! 
spindles—one Tramming 








Locke, of Cincinnati, was chosen the next president 


1841. 1842. 1843. § 
Cs. Bls. Cs. Bls. Cases. Bis 
Woollen stuffs, 55 833 48 313 16 2 
Cotton do 1,065 24 154 1 14 
Worsted do _:. 2. 4 
Linen cloth, 320 162 193 153 02 


and doubling machine, 
and two Piedmont reels, propelled by horse . 
er. They have fourteen acres of morus multica 
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jis trees, and expect to feed 1,000,000 or more of 
silk worms the present season. Their silk estab- 
lishment will afford a good market for cocoons in 
this vicinity, as they propose to purchase or manu- 
facture on shares all offered. The specimens of 
silk Mr. Clapp has with him are truly elegant and 
creditable to the manufacturers, and well: worthy 
the attention of all who take pride in encouraging 
our own products and desire to be really indepen: 
dent. [Clev. Herald. 


LENGTH OF RAIL ROADS IN THE UNIT- 
ED STATES. The New York Tribune gives the 
following summary of the aggregate length of rail 
roads completed and in operation in the U. States 
which will be found very nearly correct: 


Miles. Miles. 

In N. Eng. states 695 In Alabama 61 
New York 666 Florida 32 
New Jersey 204 Louisiana 76 
Penn’a. (about) 700 Mississippi 66 
Delaware 49 Kentucky 60 
Maryland 331 Ohio 73 
Virginia 350 Indiana 28 
N. Carolina 247 Michigan 226 
S. Carolina 198 — 
Georgia 350 Total 4,442 


A large number of miles already graded and near- 
ly ready for the iron rails, on roads in various sec- 
tions of the country, are not included in the state- 
ment. Probably 500 or 600 miles may be expected 
to be completed in one or two years and added to the 
above amount, which already exceeds the total 
Jength of rail roads in all other countries combined.— 
The cost, so far, is at least one hundred million of dol- 
lars. Nearly all the iron for these roads has been 
imported from England, costing probably twelve or 
thirteen million of dollars. 





DEATH OF THE HON. H. BAYLIES, GEN. 
WASHINGTON’S AID. The honorable Hodijah 
Baylies died at Dighton, Bristol county, (Massachu- 
setts,) on the 26th ult. at the age of 87. He was 
educated at Harvard College, and afterwards enter- 
ed the revolutionary army, where he served with 
honor. After the surrender of Cornwallis, he at- 
tained the military rank of lieutenant colonel. He 
was for some time attached to General Washington’s 
staff as one of his aids-de-camp. He has held vari- 
ous civil offices, and until a few years before his 
death, was judge of Probate for the county of Bristol. 
In private life he was much esteemed. His death 
leaves col. John Trumbull the sole surviving field of- 
ficer of the revolution. 


SECOND POCAHONTAS. At the last session 
of congress the following interesting communication 
was received from the war department, and referred 
to the appropriate committee, who.reported a bill, 
which was passed, granting a pension of eight dol- 
lars a month to Milly, the Indian woman, mentioned 
in the letter. 

Washington, April 13, 1842. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that, in my recent | 
Visit to the Creek nation of Indians, I found a Creek 
woman named Milly, a daughter of the celebrated 
es Francis, the Creek chief who was executed 
y order of General Jackson in the Seminole war of 
1317-18; and, believing that the circumstances of 

er history presented a case of very peculiar inter- 
est, 1 made a point to obtain from herself a state- 
ment of her conduct in 1818, when as public history 





others, and not upon his own suggestion in going to 
war.) ‘‘My father told me,” continued Milly, ‘that 
he could not save him, and advised me to speak to 
the Indians, and I did so; but one of them was very 
much enraged, saying he had lost two sisters in the 
war, and would put the prisoner to death. I told 
him,” said Milly, ‘that it would not bring his sisters 
back to kill the young man; and so, talking to him 
for some time, I finally persuaded him; and he said 
that if the young man would agree to have his head 
shaved and dress like an Indian, and live among 
them, they would save his life.” 

She then proposed the conditions to the white man, 
which were joyfully accepted; and the Indians 
changed the contemplated death scene into a frolic. 
They shaved the young man’s head, excepting the 
scalp-lock, which was ornamented with feathers; 
and, after painting him, and providing him an Indian 
dress he was set at liberty, and adopted as one of the 
tribe. 

Some time afterward the young man proposed 
marriage; but Milly said she did not save his life for 
that, and declined his proposals. 

I asked Milly how she now lived. She told me 
that she was very poor, and had to work very hard; 
that her father was put to death in the war, and her 
mother and sister were also dead. Of eight chil- 
dren she had but three living; two of whom were 
young girls, and one a boy, too young to help her. 
But she said that if she could recover her property 
from the Seminoles she could live very well. 

She is now about forty years of age, and after 
having seen her, and being entirely satisfied of the 
truth of her story, I am induced to recommend that 
her case be laid before congress. Milly has now no 
husband or brother, or any connection to provide for 
her, and is in need—with a fine promising son in- 
deed, but too young to be of service to his mother; 
and, owing to pledges made to the Seminoles, it is 
probable she will not be able to recover possession of 
some negro property, now held by the Seminoles, 
belonging to her. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, E. A. HITCHCOCK, 

Lieut. Col. 3d infantry, &c. 

Hon. J. C. Spencer, secretary of war. 

















POLITICS OF THE DAY. 





PRESIDENTIAL. 

The following letters are in reply to interrogatories 
addressed to them severally by ‘the democratic” 
state convention of Indiana, held at Indianoplis on the 
Sth January last. 


From the Indiana State Journal. 
REPLY OF MR. CALHOUN. 





Washington, 26 Jan. 1843. 

GENTLEMEN: I[ have been honored by your note of | 
the 18th inst. covering a copy of the resolutions | 
adopted by a convention of the democratic party of 
the state of Indiana, held at Indianapolis on the 9th | 
inst. requesting my views in reference to the different | 
questions therein proposed to the individuals of the’ 
party who have been named as candidates for the | 
presidency and vice presidency. | have embraced | 
the earliest opportunity, which my other engagements | 
permitted, to comply with your request. 
In answer to the first question, in which ] am de-' 
sired to state whether I am in favor of, or opposed | 
to the chartering of a national bank, or any other, 
national institution, by whatever name it may be| 





presidency? And whether I will give my support 
and influence to the election of the nominee of said 
convention, if not myself nominated by said con- 
vention? This question seems to assume that Iam a 
candidate, soliciting the office of president, and de- 
termining, by my individual judgment, the proper 
measures to be adopted to secure it. It is not the 
light in which I regard myself, or desire to be re- 
garded by the public. My name has been presented 
for that high office by no agency or solicitation of mine; 
and it belongs to the friends who prefer me, and have 
presented my name to the people, to decide upon the 
course proper to be adopted, in reference to this 
question. I have, however, no reason to doubt, but 
that they will cheerfully abide by the decision of a 
convention, fairly called, and fairly constituted; that 
would allow ample time for the full development of 
public opinion, and would represent fully, equally, 
and fairly, the voice of the majority of the party. 
With great respect, I am, &c. ’. C. CALHOUN. 

Hon. Ethan 4. Brown, John Law, Nathaniel West, 
John Pettit, Jesse D. Bright, and 4. C. Pepper, Esqs. 
committee. 


REPLY OF MR. BUCHANAN. 


Washington city, Feb 11, 1843. 

GenTLemen: I have had the honor of receiving 
your communication in behalf of the late democratic 
convention of the state of Indiana; and in obedience 
to their request, I shall now proceed to answer the 
interrogatories which you have propounded to me by 
their direction. In performing this duty, I think I 
shall best consult the wishes of the members of that 
convention by employing, as far as I can, the clear 
and explicit Janguage of the interrogatories themsel- 
ves, not deeming it necessary to enlarge upon subjects, 
the consideration and discussion of which have occu- 
pied a considerable portion of my public life. In- 
stead, therefore of troubling you with reasons in 
detail for my opinion on the bank, the distribution, 
and the veto questions, I shall have the honor of 
transmitting to you speeches delivered by me on 
these subjects in the senate of the United States, du- 
ring the present congress. 

In the first place, then, I am opposed to the char- 
tering of a National Bank, or any other institution, 
by whatever name it may be called, authorised 
to issue bills of credit for banking purposes, or to re- 
gulate exchanges,” believing any such institution to 
be both unconstitutional and highly inexpedient. 

2. Iam “opposed to the distribution of the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands among the several states 
of the union. 

3. If, by a protective tariff, you mean the levying 
of any higher tax upon imports than may be necessa- 
ry to secure sufficient revenue for the purpose of sus- 
taining an economical administration of government 
then I am opposed to any such tariff. On this subject, 
I cannot better present to you my views than by 
copying a few sentences from my remarks, made in 
the senate of the United States on the 27th August 
last, on the tariff bill. They are as follows: 

‘‘T would, upon the present, as upon almost every 
other occasion, have acted upon the principles of 
Gen. Jackson, a man nearly as much distinguished for 
sagacity and statesmanship, as for his courage and 
conduct on the field of battle. That illustrious old 
man, having the review and reduction of the tariff 
of 1832, distinctly in view, uses the following lan- 
guage, in his annual message of December, of that 
year: “The soundest maxims of public policy and the 
principles upon which our republican institutions are 


as already recorded, she saved the life of an Ame-| called, authorised to issue bills of credit for banking | founded, recommend a proper adaptation of the reven- 


rican citizen who was a prisoner in the power of 
some of her tribe. Being in the vicinity of the In- 
dian girl, near the mouth of the Verdigris river, and 


| purposes, or to regulate exchanges?—with my views | ue to the expenditure; and they also require that the 
|of the constitutionality and expediency of such an | expenditure shall be limited to what by an economi- 
| institution, I reply, I am opposed to a national insti- | cal administration, shall be consistent with the sim- 


eing acquainted with a portion of her history, [| tution, be its name what it may, authorised to issue! plicitv of the government, and necessary to an effi- 


rode several miles to hear her story from herself. 


bills of credit for banking purposes, or to regulate | 


cient public service. In affecting this adjustment, it 


She began by saying that an elder sister and her-| exchanges, both on the ground of expediency and _ is due, in justice to the interest of the different states, 
self were playing on the bank of the river Apala- | constitutionality. My reasons for both, in reference | and even to the preservation of the union itself, that 
chicola, when they heard a war-cry, which they un-| to a national bank have been so fully stated in the | the protection afforded by existing laws to any bran- 


derstood to signify that a prisoner had been taken. | various discussions on the subject, since the stoppage | 

hey immediately went in the direction of the cry,/of payments in °37, that it is not deemed necessary 
and found a white man entirely naked tied to a tree, | 
and two young Indian warriors with their rifles, | 
dancing around him, preparatory to putting him to. 
death, as was their right, according to custom, they | 
She explained to me | 


aving taken him a prisoner. 
that in such cases the life of a prisoner is in the 
ands of the captors—that even the chiefs have no 
authority in the case. Milly was then but fifteen 

years of age. 
“The prisoner was a young man,” said Milly, “and 
seemed very much frightened, and looked wildly 
around to sev if any body would help him.” “[ 
thought it was a pity,” she said, ‘that a young man 
like him should be put to death; and I spoke to my 
father, and told him it was a pity to kill him—that 
© had no head to go to war with,” (meaning that 
© young man must have acted upon the advice of 





to repeat them on this occasion, as they must be well 
known to the community. As to a bank or an insti- 
tution of any kind to regulate exchanges, I hold that 
the objection to the expediency or constitutionality of 
a bank of issue are applicable to any such institution. 
To the three next questions, whether I am in favor 
of, or opposed to the distribution of the proceeds of 
the public lands among the several states of the 
union? Whether I am in favor of, or opposed to a 
protective tariff, and also to an amendment of the 
constitution of the United States still further limiting 
the veto power? I answer, 1 am opposed to each; 
and for my reasons refer to my speeches delivered 
recently in the senate, on these subjects. 
The fifth and last question is, whether 1 will abide 
by the decision of a national convention of the demo- 





cratic party, in the selection of a candidate for the 


ches of national industry should not exceed what 
may be necessary to counteract the regulations of 
foreign nations, and to secure a supply of those articles 
of manufacture essential to the national independence 
and safety in time of war.” In several of his pre- 
vious messages to congress, he avows similar princi- 
ples, in terms still stronger; and in one of them he 
cites the authority of Jefferson, Madison, and Monroe, 
in their support. This is my creed upon the subject of 
the tariff, and I am both willing and anxious to carry 
it out fairly in practice. Iam _ willing to unite with 
my political friends from the north, the south, the 
east, and the west, in reducing the expenditures of 
the government to the lowest point, consistently with 
the national safety. I would not impose one dollar of 
duties on foreign imports, beyond what may be ne- 
cessary to meet such an economical expenditure. In 
adjusting these duties, I shall never abandon the prin- 
ciple of discrimination in favor of such branches of 
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home industry as may be necessary ‘‘to secure a sup- 
ply of those articles of manufacture essential to the 
national independence and safety in time of war,” and 
this more especially after such manufactures have 
been established at immense expense on the faith of 

ourlaws. I would save them from sinking into ruin, 

y such a rate of discrimination as may be necessary 
to preserve them. I repeat that this is my creed and 
it has always been the creed of the fathers of the de- 
mocratic church.” (Vide the congressional Globe, 
for the session of 1841, °42, page 951.) 

4. I am “‘opposed to any amendment of the consti- 
tution of the United States, still further limiting the 
veto power.” 

5. I shall “abide by the decision of a national con- 
vention of the democratic party, 1n the selection of a 
candidate for the presidency; and shall give my sup- 
port and influence to the election of the nominee of 
said convention.” Yours, very respectfully, 

JAMES BUCHANAN. 


REPLY OF MR. JOHNSON. 
Frankfort, Ky., Feb. 6, 1843. 

GenTLEMEN: Your letter of the 10th January was 
duly received. It gives me pleasure to make known 
my views upon any political subject, connected with 
the office of the president of the United States. The 
resolutions enclosed of the democratic state conven- 
tion of Indiana, embrace the bank of the United 
States, the distribution of the proceeds of the public 
lands among the states, a protective tariff, and a na- 
tional convention. I will answer in the order in 
which you have presented your enquiries. 

The charter of a bank of the United States, by 
congress, I have always considered unconstitutional 
and inexpedient—having given my vote against it in 
1811, and at each successive presentation of the sub- 
ject since, up to the period of the fourth of March, 
1841, when | retired from the public service of the 
United States, in accordance with the will of the people. 
It has been my constant practice, and my disposition, 
to construe with strictness, the powers delegated to 
the federal government, and to confine my action 
within the plain meaning of its constitutional provi- 
sions; carefully avoiding any enlargement of its autho- 
rity. Notwithstanding the protracted investigations 
and elaborated discussions of this annoying question, 
I am confirmed in my first opinion, that congress has 


I have, and ever shall act upon this great principle, 


of our common country. The constitution of the 
United States was brought into being at a time, and 
under circumstances peculiarly adapted to ensure the 
greatest wisdom in the enactment of laws, and im- 
partiality in the administration of them. The senate 
and house of representatives, the one representing 
the sovertignty, and the other the people of the se- 
veral states, are checks upon each other, and to make 
a law, both must concur. The president has a check 
upon both, as the representative of the sovereignty 


ed by sectional feelings or local interests. My opi- 
nion is, that the qualified veto which the president 
possesses in legislation, is beneficial and conserva- 
tive, and 1 am opposed to an ‘amendment of the 
constitution of the United States, still further limit- 
ing the veto power.” 

I will abide by the decision of ‘‘a national conven- 
tion of the democratic party, in the selection of a 
candidate for the presidency of the United States, 
and will give my support and influence to the election 
of the nominee of said convention, if not myself 
nominated by said convention.” 

The democratic convention of the state of Ken- 
tucky, on the 9th ultimo, nominated and recommend- 
ed me as the candidate for the presidency in 1844; 
and, among other things, put forth my political prin- 
ciples, embracing the enquiries made by you. Inad- 
dition to this responsive letter, l refer to that address, 
as containing a correct view of my sentiments upon 
these and other subjects. _ 

With sentiments of high consideration and respect, 
I am, truly and sincerely, your obedient servant, 

RH. M. JOHNSON. 
_ Messrs. Ethan 2. Brown, John Law, Nathaniel West, 
John Pettit, Jesse D. Bright, and 4. C. Pepper, com- 
mittee. 


REPLY OF MR. CASS. 
Columbus, Ohio, Feb. 8, 1843. 
GENTLEMEN: Your letter, enclosing the resolu- 
tions of the democratic convention of the state of 
Indiana, was addressed to me at Washington, but did 
not reach that city till after I had left there. It was 
then forwarded to me at this place, and in conse- 





no power, constitutionally, to charter a bank of the 
United States “authorized to issue bills of credit for 
banking purposes, or to regulate exchanges.” 


The federal constitution contains no specific grant 
of power to raise money to be distributed among the 
states. I look upon the act of congress relative to 
this subject as a dangerous precedent, and injurious 
in its consequences. It is unquestionably a direct in- 
terference with the internal policy and domestic con- 
cerns of the states. If the federal government has 
the right to issue a financial power for munificence, 
it surely possesses the power to exterminate evils, 
which, in the opinion of congress, may exist in the 
several states, This power would tend to consoli- 
dation, and degrade and impair the sovereignty of 
the states, by producing a dependence in them, upon 
the federal government, for the revenue necessary 
for their existence. The power vested in congress 
to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and exci- 
ses, mustbe understood as limited by the objects 
which are enumerated in the same sentence, “to pay 
the debts and provide for the common defence and 
general welfare of the states.” A revenue raised for 
any other purpose than one which applies equally to 
all the states, would transcend the true boundary of 
the constitution. Imposts which operate as burthens 
upon one section of the nation, and as bounties to 
another, would violate the spirit of the constitution. 
Tam in favor of raising by duties on importations, 
as much money as may be adequate, when added to 
the sales of the public lands, to pay the entire ex- 
penses of the federal government, economically ad- 
ministered, and no more. In fixing such a tariff, I 
think it good policy and consistent with an equitable 
consideration for every interest, that due regard 
should be had to such agricultural commocities and 

roductions, and manufactured articles as can be 

abricated in abundance and perfection, and which 
are of essential and general use. 

Taxes collected, indirectly by commerce, are least 
felt, and most cheerfully paid—and if they can be 
so regulated asto evolve great national resources, 
and rear up skilful artificers and manufacturers, the 
patriot’s hope would be consummated. It is the true 
democratic doctrine, as far as I understand it, to give 
this incidental protection to agriculture and manu- 
factures, and thus give universal satisfaction to all 
liberal minded men, by extending a general advan- 
tage, equally regarding every interest and every sec- 
tion of this great extended confederacy. If I know 
myself, | am equally the friend of all, and the ene- 
my of none; and as far as ] have capacity to judge, 


quence of having stopped upon the route, considera- 
ble delay has occurred in its receipt. 1 make this 
ee to account for that delay. 
I shall now proceed to answer the questions pro- 

| posed by the convention, briefly, but frankly; satisfi- 
ed it will be more agreeable to yourselves, and your 
colleagues of the convention, that I should be expli- 
cit, than that I should be led into tedious disserta- 
tions. 
With respect toa national bank, [ have to remark, 
that I have always entertained doubts of the power 
of congress to charter such an institution. The in- 
direct process by which this power is deduced from 
a general provision of that instrument, has never 
been satisfactory tome. [But there is the less necea- 
sity for entering more in detail into the constitu- 
tional question, as it seems the public voice has pro- 
nounced itself, and justly, against the incorporation 
of any national bank by congress. No such institu- 
tion should, in my opinion, be established. 
In answer to the second question, which relates to 
the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands 
;among the several states, [ reply, that I think no 
|such distribution should be made. I will state, in a 
few words, the ground of this opinion. The neces- 
sary revenue for the support of the government of 
the United States, must come from the people, and 
| it must be supplied by direct or indiret taxation, or 
| by the sale of public property. The general senti- 
| ment is opposed to direct taxation by the genera] go- 
| vernment in time of peace; and of course, there are 
‘left but the other two sources of supply to meet its 
expenses. Their proceeds must constitute the re- 
venue of the country; and if one of them is abstract- 
ed or diminished, an additional burden is thrown 
upon the other. Whatever sum the necessary ex- 
penses of the government may require, if the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands make no part of it, the 
whole must be raised by taxation. If they make 
part of it, then the amount of taxation is diminish- 
ed by the sum supplied by these proceeds. It fol- 
lows, that any proposition to divert the proceeds of 
these lands from the support of the government, is 
in fact but a proposition to Jay taxes upon the people. 
If a permanent annual revenue of eighteen millions 
of dollars is necessary, for an economical adminis- 
tration of the government, and if two millions of 
these are produced by the sales of public lands, let 
the source of this supply be diverted to some other 
object, and these two millions must be provided by 
the imposition of taxes. All this is too clear to need 
further illustration. A proposition then to distribute 
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: i states, is, in effect, but a proposition to increase the 
of equal devotion to every section and every interest} taxation of the people of the United States 


» through 


the medium of the general government, in order that 
the amount, thus increased, may be paid into the 
pective states. To me it appears 
perfectly clear, that whatever may be the annual 
sum produced by the sale of lands, that sum is a part 
of the revenue of the country, and that it is just as 
competent for congress to take any othertwo mil. 
lions, supposing that to be the amount, from the pub- 
lic treasury, and divide them among the states, as to 
select for that purpose, the dollars actually produced 
of the whole people of the several states, uninfluenc-| by the land sales. It seems to me, that such a course 
of action would be injurious in practice, dangerous 
in cong ee and without warrant in the constitution 

. S. The theory of our political instity. 
tions, is familiar to us all. The government of the 
confederation, and the governments of all the confe- 
derated states, have, their respective rights and du- 
ties clearly defined, and each, within its proper 
sphere, is independent of the others; each raises and 
expends its revenue, and performs all the necessary 
functions of a sovereign state. 
to interfere with another, unless in cases marked out 
by the constitution itself? If the general govern- 
ment can provide a revenue for the respective states, 
and does provide one, it is clear that one great dis- 
tinctive feature of our political system will disap. 
pear, and that the relations between the confedera- 
tion, as such, and the individual states composing it, 
will be wholly changed. 


What right has one 


Human sagacity cannot 


change is not decidedly called for. 
that the exercise of the veto power has, for many 
years, produced any injury to the public service.— 
On the contrary, | think in those cases where it bas 
been recently interposed, it has been properly appli- 
ed, and that, its action has been approved by a great 
majority of the people. I see, therefore, no practi 
cal evil which demands, in this respect, a change In 
the constitution of the United States. 
of that nature occur, it will then be time to seek the 


matter, unless nominated by a nati 
To that declaration I ( 
add, in the terms of your question, that I shall giv¢ 


foretell what would be the entire result of this state 
of things, but it is easy to predict, that this new ap- 
plication of the money power would give to the go- 
vernment of the United States a strength never con- 
templated by the American people, and irreconcilea- 
ble with our constitutional organization; and that it 
would lead to a habit of dependence on the part of 
the states, by which their efficiency to resist any en- 
croachment of the general government would be 
Without pushing these considerations 
further, I conclude this branch of the subject by re- 
peating, that, in my opinion, no distribution of the 
proceeds of the public lands should be made. 


The subject of a protective tariff has been so long 
and ably discussed, that it would be useless for me 
to do more than to give you the result of my views. 
1 think, then, that the revenue of the government 
ought to be brought down to the lowest point com- 
patible with the performance of its constitutional 
functions; and that in the imposition of duties, ne- 
cessary, with the proceeds of the public Jands, to 
provide this revenue, incidental protection should be 
afforded to such branches of American industry as 
This appears to me, not only con- 
stitutional, but called for by the great interests of the 
country; and if a protective tariff, upon this princi- 
ple, were wisely and moderately established, and 
then left to its own operation, so that the communi- 
ty could calculate upon its reasonable duration, and 
thus avoid ruinous fluctuations, we might look for as 
general acquiescence in the arrangement, as we can 
ever expect in questions of this complicated kind, 
when local feelings have been enlisted, which a pru- 
dent legislature must consult more or less, and en- 


A proposition to amend the constitution of the U. 
States, is one which I should always receive with 
There is already in our country too 
great a disposition to seek, in changes of the laws 
and constitutions, remedies for evils to which all so- 
cieties are more or less liable, instead of leaving 
them to find their own cure in the operation of the 
ordinary causes which act upon communities. It 1s 
often better to suffer a partial inconvenience, than 
rashly to alter the fundamental principles of a polit- 
Stability is better than change, when 


lam not aware 


Should cases 


Your last questions regard the obligations which 
the nomination of a national democratic convention 
should impose upon those persons whose names have 
been brought forward in connexion with the presl- 


In the summer of 1841, in answer to an applica- 
tion from a committee appointed by a democratic 
meeting in the city of Philadelphia, 
termination not to suffer my name to be used in this 
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_etnineni 
support and influence to the nominee of that con-) 
WY ae. 1 beg leave, however, to remark, as the 
veiect has excited discussion in respectable quar- 
a that I am firmly impressed with the belief that 
ve eilon of the democratic party will weaken its 
" Figth or hazard the favorable result we have a 
ont to expect, by precipitating the period of the 
re ting of the convention. The great object is a 
mio of views, to prevent the efforts of the party 
reste being rendered useless by divisions; and this 
ynion 18 best attained by that process, which ‘shall 
best ascertain the public will—the only legitimate 
source of authority. To effect this, the representa- 
tives at the convention should come from the people; 
and should assemble to exercise their functions in as 


may be compatible with the preparatory arrange- 
ment and investigations which such a great object 
requires. ‘The people should have all the time pos- 
sible to express their latest will in the nomination of 
the candidate to be submitted for their support.— 
Nothing can be gained, and much may bé lost by 
undue haste. It may wear the appearance of dis- 
trust of the people, or of an unwillingness to leave 
their proper cause in their own hands. There, how- 
ever, it should be left till the last reasonable moment, 
and then the convention will be the fair exponents 
of the will of their constituents, at the time the de- 
Jegated trust is to’be exercised. 1 do not suffer my- 
self to doubt, but that these views will meet the ap- 
robation of the great democratic party. 

With great respect, gentlemen, | have the honor 

to be, your obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 

To Ethan 4. Brown, John Law, Nathaniel West, 

John Pettit, Jesse D. Bright, and A. C. Pepper, Esqrs. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


A meeting of the democratic members of the 
Pennsylvania legislature was held in the capitol, on 
Friday evening, April 14, Samuel Fegely, president, 
at which a report and the following, among other re- 
solutions, were passed. It will be seen that the last 
two completely shut the democrats of the Keystone 
state out of an early convention: 

Resolved, That we have a decided preference for 
our own favorite candidate, James Buchanan, for the 
precidency, and believe that his merits as a states- 
man anda cilizen, his distinguished qualifications 
and great services, and his political principles give 
him just claims to the station; the democratic party 
of Pennsylvania will assert the high claims of the 
state and our candidate before the national conven- | 
tion, and acting in accordance with the principles by | 
which they have always been governed, will cheer- 
fully abide by the result of that nomination, and act 
with that harmony and zeal with the democracy of 
the union, which has heretofore distinguished them. 

Resolved, That we have entire confidence in the 
triumphant success of the democratic party at the 
next presidential election, and cannot doubt that 
in sustaining the great principles of the party, each 
member will perceive the necessity of yielding his 
individual preferences, after a nomination made ac- 
cording to our party usages, and will then give his 
cordial support to the nominee of the national con- 
vention. 

Resolved, That this meeting approves of the sug- 
gestion, already made by the democracy of several of 
the states, that the national convention for the nom- 
ination of candidates for president and vice presi- 
dent of the United States, should be held in the city 
of Baltimore, in May 1844. 

Resolved, ‘That the democratic party of Pennsylva- 
hia should adhere to its ancient usage of selecting 
delegates to the national convention by a democratic 
state convention of delegates assembled according to 
the invariable custom of the party, who willselecta 
delegation to represent the state equal to the whole 
number of senators and representatives in congress, 
and, so far as Pennsylvania is concerned, we entirely 
disapprove of the election of delegates by congres- 
sional districts. 

Resolved, That we recommend a democratic state 
convention be held on the 4th of March next, A. D. 
1844, to be composed of delegates equal to the num- 
ber of senators and representatives in the state le- 
gislature, and senatorial districts according to the 
representation to which they may severally be en- 
titled, and, for the purpose of producing as much 
uniformity as may be practicable as to the times of 
the election of delegates throughout the state, it is 
recommended that such delegates be elected in the 
several counties at any time. succeeding the Ist of 
January, A. D. 1844. 

Resolved, That the delegates to the convention of 
the 4th March 1844, will have the important duties 
to perform of selecting suitable delegates to repre- 
Sent the state in the national convention, forming an 














to be supported by the democratic party in October 
1844, for the high and important office of governor 
of Pennsylvania; and it is recommehded to the sever- 
al counties to give such notice of the primary and 
county meetings, as will procure a full attendance of 
the members of the party from which will be select- 
ed delegates, who will faithfully promote the wishes 
as well as the important interests of the people they 
represent. 











NEW YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 





THE MAY MEETING. 


At the May meeting, held on the 2d inst. ALBerr 
Ga.uatin, president, Mr. Lawrence, and Doct. Dr 


Wirt, vice presidents, a large number of members 
and several distinguished strangers attended. 
Catherwood’s beautiful engravings of the magnificent 


Mr. 


ruins of Yucatan were conveniently disposed around 
the room. 


StepHens’ Yucatan. In the course of pro- 


ceedings Mr. Wetmore, chairman of the executive 


committee, referred to those drawings illustrating 
the discoveries made by Mr. John L. Stephens’ dur- 
ing his recent tour in Yucatan. It was well known 
that Mr. S. had now given to the world his complete 
written description of his extraordinary discoveries. 
The engravings which accompany the published vo- 
lumes were necessarily on too minute a scale to af- 





ford an adequate idea of the vast and magnificent su- 
perstructures, the remains of which were found in 


| 





theories, with regard to those races who inhabited 
this continent at the time of its discovery, by persons 
of European descent. In this view, the edifice deli- 
neated in these drawings are of equal, or indeed 
greater importance, than the round towers of Ireland, 
or the ruins of Pestum; and even Petra, with the 
other wonders disclosed in the glowing narrative, 
which first brought their associate to the notice of 
his countrymen; and the pyramids of Egypt, as works 
of art, are inferior to these American antiquities, and 
lose their pre-eminent significance, when contrasted 
with the colossal works of Uxmal, and the inferences 
to be deduced from them. He concluded by saying that 
the society would be highly honored by the connec- 
tion of its names with that of Mr. Stephens, in the 
proposed work. 

Several other gentlemen advocated the resolutions, 
which were unanimously adopted. 

The president, before putting the question, said 
that it was already known to a part of the members 
that he had paid some attention to the antiquities of , 
America. He possessed, as they were probably aware, 
little imagination. He was a matter of fact person; 
and therefore it was, that he wished these drawings 
to come before the world. Here was truth, not 
fancy. Look at the accounts and sketches of Palen- 
que, formerly given; and how were they made? Af- 
ter the death of the architect, one having been stolen, 
and one transcribed, there was no certainty of their 
correctness. Here, there was the greatest. He 
would add but a single remark. They had among 
them a gentleman who had travelled in Egypt, Syria, 


that interesting country, or of the very beautiful; and the coast of Africa, with great profit to the pub- 


sculptured decorations which adorned them. That) lic. 


And this great traveller, Mr. Catherwood, was 


portion of the labor which was to bring before our| the same man who made these drawings on the spots 
observation a more perfect and satisfactory repre-| Which they represent; and the fact of his intimate 
sentation of these relics of a forgotten race, was re-| 40d practical acquaintance with the various archi- 
served for Mr. Catherwood, the companion and friend | tecture of other lands, gives them great value and 


of the traveller. 


How well that work has been ac- | !Mportance. 


Mr. Gallatin coneluded by remarking 


complished, the society had now the means of judg-| that he perfectly agreed with the language of the re- 
ing, and certainly nothing could be more creditable Solutions. that this was a debt which the new world 
to the skill and taste of the artist and antiquarian. | owes to the old. We live upon their literature; and 
Having accomplished his principal task by giving to/ it is the least return which we can make them. 

the world a full, graphic, and faithful description of | 


these ruined cities and temples, Mr. Stephens now said that he had lately received from 


proposed to complete his valuable contributions to| for the society, an autograph letter of Gen. Wash- 


the cause of historical and scientific research, by 
publishing an edition of the drawings on the scale 
there represented. 

After some further remarks, Mr. W. submitted a 
prospectus of the work, issued by the Brothers Har- 
per. Thesize willbe the imperialfolio. The plates 
28 inches by 20, or the same dimensions with Hum- 
boldt’s Mexico. It will be issued in 20 monthly 
numbers, at five dollars per number, each to contain. 
five engravings, to be executed in the highest grade 
of art, with letter press fully describing the buildings 
and subjects represented: the whole forming four 
volumes, at $100 for the set. Mr. Wetmore offered 
the following resolutions: 

Resolved, ‘That the recent discoveries of ruined ci- 
ties, exhibiting a style and architectnre different from 
any elsewhere found, the remains of a people whose 
name and history are unknown, have given a new as- 
pect to the American continent, and afford highly in- 
teresting and important subjects for historical re- 
search. 

Resolved, That the valuable works on Central Ame- 
rica and Yucatan, by vur distinguished associate, Mr. 
Stephens, by whom the remains of fifty-one cities 
were visited, and forty-seven of tnem brought to the 
notice of the civilized world, have added greatly to 
the scanty knowledge before possessed of these re- 
gions and throw light upon the important questions 
that are yet to be solved in relation to the origin of 
the races by whom they were inhabited; and that the 
fuller illustration of those antiquities on a larger scale 
by the pencil of Mr. Catherwood, with accurate sci- 
entific details of architecture and art, is a worthy ob- 
ject of American enterprise, and may be fitly regard- 
ed as a debt which the new world owes to the old. 

Professor Robinson seconded the resolutions, and 
observed, that the proposed work would have a very 
important and happy influence both in elevating our 
national character, in connection with literature and 
the arts, and in inducing further investigation on the 
subject of these interesting antiquities. In a little 
while, the field of discovery in Central America 
will be occupied by Europeans. Views in China are 
already announced, and it will be well for America 
if wecan anticipate the artists that will soor. be found 
in Yucatan, by a work like this. 

Mr. Lawrence, the first vice president, after ob- 
serving that he had had no intention of making any 
remarks on the subject under discussion, which was 
calculated to call forth the highest enthusiasm—paid 
an eloquent tribute to Mr. Stephens’ (who was not 
present,) and his co-laborer, Mr. Catherwood, for 
their arduous efforts, and stupendous discoveries, 








electoral ticket, and also of nominating a candidate 


which afford means of solving doubts, and testing 


| 





WaASHINGTON’S PLAYFUL LETTER. The president 


Mr. Cochran, 


ington, which he should request the secretary to read, 
as he thought it both interesting and valuable, as 
showing the simplicity of his character, the incon- 
veniences of the times when it was written, and the 
greateconomy of his style of living when comman- 
der-in-chief of the American armies. The rev. Mr. 
Walters, through whom it had come, rose to say, 
that in intention ithad been presented by Mr. Coch- 
ran to the society thirty years ago, and it was entire- 
ly owing to accident that it had remained so long in 
his possession—and remarked, that it was particular- 
ly interesting, as being almost the only letter of a 
playful character which had been found among the 
papers of the father of his country. The letter was 
then read by Mr. Jay as follows: 
West Point, Aw’t 16th, 7.9. 

Dr. Docr: I have asked Mrs. Cochran and Mrs. 
Livingston to dine with me to-morrow; but ought I 
not to apprize them of their fare? As I hate decep- 
sees eh where the imagination only is concerned, 

will. 

It is needless to premise that my table is large en- 
ough to hold the ladies—of this they had ocular 
proof yesterday. To say how it is usually covered 
is rather more essential, and this shall be the purport 
of my letter. 

Since our arrival at this happy spot, we have had 
a ham (sometimes a shoulder) of bacon, to grace the 
head of the table, a piece of roast beef adorns the 
foot—and a small dish of greens or beans (almost 
imperceptible) decoratesthe centre. When the cook 
has a mind to cuta figure, (and this, I presume, he 
will attempt to do to-morrow,) we have two beef 
stake pyes, or dishes of crabs in addition, one on 
each side the centre dish, dividing the space, and re- 
ducing the distance between dish and dish to about 
six feet, which, without them, would be near twelve 
apart. Of late, he had the surprizing luck to discov- 
er, that apples will make pies, and it’s a question if, 
amidst the violence of his efforts, we do not get one 
of apples, instead of having both of beef. 

If the ladies can put up with such entertainment, 
and will submit to partake of it on plates—once tin, 
but now iron, (not become so by the lobor of scouer- 
ing) I shall be happy to see them. 

lam, dr. Dre. yr. most obed. servt. 

GO. WASHINGTON. 

(Superseribed) Dr. Cochran, New Windsor. 

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION. The secretary sub- 
mitted an invitation from the Massachusetts Histori- 
cal society to join with them in the second centennial 
celebration of the confederation of the New Eng- 
land colonies, on the 29th May instant, at Boston 
when a discourse will be delivered by the hon. John 
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Quincy Adams. On motion of Gen. Wetmore, the 
invitation was accepted, and the president was au- 
thorized to appoint delegates to represent the so- 
ciety. 

Nationa. Instirute. A circular was also sub- 
mitted from the committee appointed by the Nation- 
al Institute for the promotion of science, to the scien- 
tific and learned societies throughout the U. States, 
announcing the postponement of the general meeting 
of the institute to the Ist April, 1844. 

Travian Screntiric Society. A letter was read 
from Mr. Ombroli, the United States consul at Flo- 
rence, announcing the transmission of an abstract of 
the diary of the forth convention of the scientific 
men of Italy, held at Padua, published in the Journal 
of Commerce of Florence, in which are mentioned 
the princiual subjects treated and discussed in the 
different sections of the same. 

ANOTHER SILVER BUTTON. A communication was 
received from Wm. B. Crosby, esq., presenting to the 
society a hollow silver button, in which a note was 
contained recovered from a spy employed by sir 
Henry Clinton, during our revolution, by means sim- 
ilar to those mentioned in an anecdote recently rela- 
ted by Ger. Talmadge. 




















THE MONTEREY AFFAIR. 





COMMODORE JONES—CORRESPON DENCE. 
Flag-ship United States, 
Rio de Janeiro, March 22, 1842. 

Sir: My letter No. 12, dated March 10th, inform- 
ed you of my arrival at this place, and the necessity 
of caulking the ship outside before she could pro- 
ceed on her voyage. That operation having been 
completed in the best manner, and the most of our 
stores and water replenished, I shall proceed to sea 
on Thursday morning in further execution of your 
orders. ° . ° ? ° 

There is some speculation afloat as to the large in- 
crease of naval force sent to the Pacific by France 
and England. The latter is not well satisfied as to 
the object of France, and it has been intimated to 
me by a high functionary, residing near the imperial 
court, that it is the intention of France to take pos- 
session of and colonize one of the South Sea islands, 
to be maintained as a permanent naval depot. 

I have not been able to obtain a list of the French 
and English squadrons now in the Pacific, but there 
‘is a large increase of ships of both navies, and the 
French ships have carried out troops. ‘T'wo cor- 
vettes sailed hence on Thursday last, each having 
120 extra troops on board. The English flag ship, 
now in the Pacific, is the Dublin, (razee,) bearing the 
flag of Rear Admiral Thomas, who has recently re- 
lieved Admiral Ross; the latter I found here in the 
President, on his way to England, whither he sailed 
a week ago. te! ° ® * 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your 
obedient servant, THOS. AP C. JONES, 

Commanding Pacific squadron. 

The hon. Abel P. Upshur, secretary of the navy. 


Flag-ship U. States, Callao Bay, May 21, 1842. 

Sir: In my letter No. 14, written at Rio de Janei- 
ro, | stated what was there rumored in reference to 
the movements of the French squadron in those seas, 
and I now have the honor to inform you that a strong 
expedition, consisting of several ships of war, trans- 
ports, and storeships, having on board, it is said, 
1,200 artillerymen, with heavy ordnance, all the ap- 
purtenances for siege or fortifying against attack, 
sailed from Valparaiso in March, destination alto- 
gether conjectural: some supposing New Zealand, 
(this is the opinion of Admiral Thomas, the English 
commander on the station;) some Tahiti, some the 
Marquesas, and some the Sandwich Islands; while 
there are others who fix the Californias as the point 
of debarkation. 1 incline to the latter opinion. , 

Had J been on the station at the time, 1 might 
have considered it my duty to have followed this ex- 
pedition, should its course have been directed to- 
wards the Washington or Sandwich Islands, or any 
point on the coast of our own continent washed by 
the Pacific ocean, and to have propounded certain 
interrogatories to the French commander touching 
the object of so formidable an expedition, fitted out 
with so much secrecy as to have eluded the observa- 
tion even of Great Britain, her ever-watchful rival. 
From the civil appointments and equipage of this 
expedition, colonization is undoubtedly its object, but 
the point of settlement is yet unknown; perhaps 
more than one is contemplated, as reiniorcements 
are constantly passing on. 

The occupation of the Sandwich Islands by any 
European governments would be most disastrous to 
our whale fisheries and commercial interest in these 
seas; for, unless they.are suffered to remain mutual 
ground, upon which the ships, whether of commerce 





or war, of a}l nations may at all times meet in per- 
fect safety, without being subjected to the bellige- 
rent operations or laws of any European or other 
rivals, it would be found most diilficult, nay, 1mpos- 
sible for the U. States to afford even a Shadow of pro- 
tection to her commercial enterprise in this quarter. 
Next to the Sandwich Islands, the coast of Califor- 
nia is deserving the attention of our government, as 
regards the extension and protection of our com- 
mercial interest in this region. And last, though 
perhaps not least, 1s the Washington group, which 
our country claims by right of discovery, as well as 
by occupation, it having been actually taken posses- 
sion of, fortified, and held many months by Commo- 
dore Porter during the late war with England. 

These are questions which do not properly fall 
within the sphere of my duties as commander of a 
squadron, nevertheless it is not impossible but what, 
as one step follows another, it may be necessary for 
me to interpose by the assertion of our national com- 
mercial rights, in case they are infringed, by any 
power within the limits of my command. I there- 
fore deem it of great importance that I should be 
explicitly instructed as to the views of the govern- 
ment in reference to the suspicious movements of 
France, whose object is doubtless better known at 
Washington now than it is out here. To this end, I 
shall send one of the vessels to Panama, in Decem- 
ber, to facilitate and make certain the arrivalof any 
messenger you may think proper to despatch, as it is 
by a special messenger only that we can rely for 
speedy or certain communication. In the mean 
time, you may rest assured that, while I shall exer- 
cise the utmost vigilance in watching over our inte- 
rest of every nature in these seas, I shall be extreme- 
ly cautious to avoid collision, or in any way disturb 
the peace and harmony subsisting between our own 
and foreign governments. 

Our consul from the Sandwich Islands having left 
this station some months since for Washington, to 
communicate important information to the govern- 
ment, Iam not without hope of hearing from you 
very soon—indeed, by the next arrival—consequent- 
ly, I shall confine this ship’s cruising to the coast of 
Chili and Peru until I do hear from Washington, so 
that I may be in place to promptly execute your 
commands. I have the honor to be, your obedient 
servant, THOS. AP C. JONES, 

Commanding Pacific squadron. 

The hon. secretary of the navy. 


[CONFIDENTIAL. | 
Flag-ship United States, at sea, Sep. 13, 1842. 
Lat. 4° 21 S. Long. 86° 42‘ 40". W. 

Sir: Lam again at sea, and refer you to the ac- 
companying paper, marked A, for the cause of my 
very sudden and unexpected departure with the 
squadron from the port of Callao and coast of Peru. 

It was not until late on Saturday, the 3d inst. that 
my suspicions were awakened as to Admiral Tho- 
mas’s intentions, when I immediately repaired to 
Lima to confer with Mr. Pickett, our charge at that 
court, and with whom on this as on other occasions 
I had full and free consultation, and the result of our 
conference is now in progress of execution, so far 
as that lam on my way to the coast of Mexico and 
California, there to be governed as circumstances 
may dictate when I shall have reached the scene of 
action. 

The Dublin, bearing the flag of Rear Admiral 
Richard Thomas, sailed from Callao on the afternoon 
of the 5th inst. having previously despatched the 
“Carysfort” and “Champion,” all under sealed or- 
ders. J should have followed the next evening, but 
was prevented by wantof wind. In the interim our 
vessels took in all the provisions and stores needed 
that could be obtained at Callao, and put tosea on 
the afternoon of the 7th, and we are now crowding 
all sail on the direct course for Mexico. 

That this proceeding is calculated to excite your 
apprehensions as to our discretion, [ am very free to 
admit; but I beg to assure you that no precipitate 
steps will be taken by which aggression will be 
justly chargeable on me; at the same time I shal] not 
shrink from any responsibility which, in my )udg- 
ment, the honor and interest of our country may re- 
quire. My situation, I can but think, is one of grea- 
ter embarrassment than has ever before fallen on 
any of our naval commanders abroad; but I have not 
the least disposition to transfer it to the shoulders of 
another. 1am proud, however, of having it in my 
power to say that there is no difference of opinion 
between that very discreet and able representative 
of the United States at Lima, the honorable J. C. 
Pickett, and myself, upon the various international 
questions we have found it necessary to discuss since 
I have been on this station, and I need scarcely add 
that the harmony and good will which prevails in 





ae ————— 
Your last orders to me are my sailing orders. dat 
ed 10th December, 1841, nearly nine months 4 q 
sinee which I have not a scrip of a pen from the na, 
vy department; I am, therefore, forced to the belies 
that your communications must still be detaineg 
somewhere on the uncertain route of all commun. 
cations between the department and this statiop. 
hence, in all that I may do I shall confine myself 
strictly to what I may suppose would be your view, 
and orders, had you the means of communicatiy 
them to me. 5 
The Creole affair, the right of search, the missio, 
of Lord Ashburton, the sailing of a strong Squadron 
from France under sealed orders for the military o¢. 
cupation (as it now turns out) of the Marquesas anq 
Washington Islands, new difficulties between the 
States and Mexico, the well-founded rumor of a ces. 
sion of the Californias, and, lastly, the secret move. 
ments of the English naval force in this quarter, g 
much at variance with their hitherto practice of ro. 
gularly advertising the intended sailing of their ships 
have all occurred since the date of your last order, 
to me; consequently, I am without instructions or the 
slightest intimation as to your views and wishes upon 
what I consider as almost a vital question to the 
United States—the occupation of California by Grea 
Britain, under a secret treaty with Mexico. In this 
dilemma all that I can promise is a faithful and zez). 
ous application of my best abilities to promote anj 
sustain the honor and welfare of my country. 
I have the honor to be, with profound respect, &e, 
your obedient servant, THOS. AP C. JONES, 
Commanding Pacific squadron. 
To the hon. A. P. Upshur, secretary of the navy. 


A. 
Flag-ship United States, at sea, Sept. 8, 1842. 
Lat. 12° 15'S. Long. 779 37’ W. 

Gentiemen: | Jay before you a letter from Mr, 
John Parrott, United States consul at Mazatlan, 
enclosing the Mexican “El Cosmopolita,” of June 
4, 1842, which contains the manifesto of the Mexican 
government, transmitting a certain letter addressed 
to the hon. Daniel Webster, secretary of state, to the 
diplomatic corps and consular agents of all foreign 
states, in relation to the difficulties pending be- 
tween the United States and the government of Mex- 
ico, from which itis quite probable the United States 
and Mexico are at war. 

I also lay before you a newspaper published at Bos- 
ton, (United States,) containing a paragraph taken 
from the New Orleans Advertiser, of the 19th of 
April 1842, asserting, on what the New Orleans edi: 
tor considers ‘‘authentic’ information, that Mexico 
has ceded the Californias to Great Britain for seven 
millions of dollars. In corroboration of the reported 
cession of the Californias to Great Britain, I have to 
inform you that the whole of her Britannic ova 
naval force under rear admiral Richard Thomas 
(filled with extra provisions) has suddenly and with 
the utmost secrecy of purpose left the coast of Chill 
and Peru, under sealed orders just sent out from Eng- 
land; and asI have good reason to believe is now on 
its way to Panama, where it will be reinforced by 
troops, &c. from the West Indies, destined for the 
occupation of California. vs 

Regarding the foregoing movement of the British 
fleet, in connexion with the indecorous and menacing 
letter of the Mexican minister, Jose Maria de Boca- 
negra, to Mr. Webster, sent forth to the world under 
such extraordinary circumstances, and in such dis 
courteous terms as almost positive confirmation of 
the rumors above alluded to, and as conclusive evi 
dence of the hostile intentions of Mexico towards 
the United States, I have called you together to get 
the benefit of your opinions and advice as to the em 
ployment of the small naval force at my disposal, 8 
as to best promote the interests and preserve the hon 
or of our country thus suddenly jeoparded. 

THOS. AP C. JONES, 
Commanding Pacifie squadron. 
To Captain James ArmstRoNG, 
Commander’C. A. Srrisiine,. tu, S. navy- 
Commander Tuomas A. Dorn, 


After a full and free examination of the matters 
above submitted, the following questions were sever 
ally put and respectively answered: 

Question Ist. Is the rumor of war between the 
United States and Mexico, and the reported cession 
of the Californias by Mexico to Great Britain, sufh- 
ciently probable to justify the withdrawal of all or 
any material portion of our naval force from the 
coasts of Peru and Chili to send the same to Cali- 
fornia? : 

Answer. Yes, without doubt—there being no a0° 
solute necessity for more than one vessel (in addition 
to the store-ship Relief) remaining at or near Callao 





this squadron assure me and the nation that “every 
man will do his duty” when his country calls. 
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coast, besides being highly beneficial to the security | 
of our citizens and their property, would be no less | 
instructive to our officers as affording favorable op- 

ortunity of acquiring much useful knowledge in the 
fine of their profession while cruising on that coast, 
and in sailing to and from that distant station. 





Question 2d. Under what circumstances, if any 
would it be proper to anticipate Great Britain in her 
contemplated military occupation of California? 

Answer. In case the United States and Mexico are 
at war, it would be our bounden duty to possess our- 
selves of every point and port in California which 
we could take and defend without much embarass- 
ment to our operations on the ocean. And if the 
views of the late President Monroe,* as expressed 
in his celebrated message to congress, December 2, 
1823, are still received as the avowed and fixed poli- 
cy of our country, as it undoubtedly is' our interest, 
under the inherent attribute of self preservation, 
which all independent nations have the indubitable 
right to exercise, we should consider the military 
occupation of the Califormas by any European pow- 
er, but more particularly by our great commercaal 
rival England, and especially at this particular junc- 
ture, as a measure so decidedly hostile to the true in- 
terest of the United States, as not only to warrant 
but to make it our duty to forestall the design of ad- 
miral Thomas if possible, by supplanting the Mexi- 
can flag with that of the United States at Monterey, 
San Francisco, and any other tenable points within 
the territory said to have been recently ceded by se- 
cret treaty to Great Britain. 


It was further recommended and advised that the 
‘frigate United States,” flag ship of the Pacific 
uadron, accompaniad by the sloop Cyane, proceed 
with all possible despatch for the coast of California, 
there to act as circumstances and the honor of our 
country may require; and to despatch the Dale to con- 
yeyjan express messenger to Washington,via Panama, 
and to obtain at the last named place the Jatest intel- 
ligence from the United States, as well as to inquire 
into the real object of admiral Thomas’s sudden and 
mysterious departure from Callao. 
JAMES ARMSTRONG, capt. U.S. N. 
Commanding frigate United States. 
C. K. STRIBLING, commander, 
Commanding U.S. ship Cyane. 
THOMAS A. DORNIN, commander, 
Commanding U. S. ship Dale. 
THOS. AP C. JONES, 
Commanding Pacific squadron, &c. &c. 


Concurred in 


Consulate of the United States, 
Mazatlan, June 22, 1842. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose a newspaper of 
the 4th of June containing correspondence between 
this government and our minister in Mexico on the 
subject of Texas. 

From the tone of this correspondence, it is to be 
supposed that our minister will be re-called from 
Mexico immediately on the arrival of the correspon- 
dence at Washington, and that it is highly probable 
there will be a war between the two countries. 

General Thompson has made several formal de- 
mands of this government, none of which have as yet 
been satisfactorily replied to. 

The general opinion is, that our minister at Mexi- 
co has been forcing very hard our claims on this 
country, and that in order to screen itself from the 
pereaat of the same, this government has raised the 

exas question, with the view of prolonging the pay- 
ment of the money awarded under the convention 
between the two countries. ' 

{do not expect the reply to the letters of Mr. 
Bocanegra will arrive at Mexico earlier than the 
middle of August, that the whole may be laid before 
congress. I shall embrace the earliest opportunities 
that may from time to time offer to acquaint you with 
all that takes place. 1 remain, most respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 

JOHN PARROTT, consul. 

To com. Ap Catessy Jones, : 

Commanding the United States naval forces Paci- 
fic ocean Valparaiso or Callao. 


Flag ship United States, 
Bay of Monterey de California, 
October 24, 1842. 

Sir: My letter of the 13th of September (No. 29, 
confidential) apprized you of my sudden departure 
from Callao, and the reasons for that movement. 

On the same day the Dale parted company, bound 
to Panama under the annexed order, (marked A No. 
1.) From the 13th of September to the 19th of Oc- 
tober, nothing worthy of note transpired, not having 
seen a single strange sail north of the equator. 





*See also ex-president J. Q. Adame’ message to con- 
gress, March 15, 1826, explanatory of his motives for 
Sending delegates to the Panama congress. 


Ai daylight on the morning of October 19 (the 
Cyane in company) we were close in with Point 
Pinos, the southern point of this bay. At meridian 
of the same day, under the English colors, I boarded 
a Mexican barque, a few hours from Monterey, the 
master of which was a foreigner, engaged im the 
coasting trade, under the Mexican flag, but was utter- 
ly ignorant, or professed to be so, of any difficulties 
between the United States and Mexico. He believed 


—— 
——— —_—_— 


and all that I have acquired in seven and thirty years’ 
devotion to my country’s service. 

Terrible as such a consequence would be to me 
and to my family, it was not sufficient to deter me 
from doing what I believed to be my duty, when a 
concatenation of unforeseen and unforeseeable events 
rendered prompt and energetic action necessarv for 
the honor and interest of my country. Come ‘what 





that the latest accounts from the United States were 
up to January 1, 1842, and from the city of Mexico 
the first of May! 

At 2h. 45m. P. M. I anchored, under our own pro- 
per flag, the two ships as close to what is called the 
Castle of Monterey—a dilapidated work mounting 
eleven guns—as the depth of the water would allow, 
with springs on the cables and every thing ready for 
attack or defence, anxiously expecting a visit from 
some American or neutral resident, from whom I 
might obtain disinterested information, the better to 
enable me to understand the true relations between 
the two countries; but no such person came near me. 
At length a boat bearing the Mexican flag, conveying 
two officers, approached the ship; trepidation was 
manifest in their deportment, and such was their re- 
serve that nothing satisfactory or even coherent could 
be extracted from them, except that they had never 
heard of any difficulties between Mexico and the 
United States, and knew nothing of war; that there 
was no late news from Mexico or the United States, 
&e. &e. 

From the mate of a ship, wearing Americanc colors 
at an anchor near me, whom I had called on board, 
I learned that the ship, the Fame of Boston, was re- 
cently from the Sandwich Islands; that herdeparture 
from Woahoot had been delayed a week or two in 
consequence of late letters from Mazatlan, reporting 
war between Mexico and the United States; that they 
approached the coast cautiously, believing that there 
was war, but had heard nothing later since their ar- 
rival; that there was alsoa report on the coast that 
England was to take possession of the Upper Cali- 
fornia, and was to guaranty to Mexico the possession 
of Old or Lower California—thus in a measure cor- 
roborating the impressions under which I had left 
Lima. 

The stir on shore was now general, tho guns on the 
castle were manned, and every thing seemed pre- 
pared for using them. Horsemen were collecting, 
and messengers appeared to be passing to and fro in 
every direction; in short, every thing that I could see 
or hear seemed to strengthen the impressions under 
which I entered the port, and none more so than that 
no Americon citizen came on board, although I 
knew that there were or ought to have been several 
of my countrymen in Monterey. 

The time for action had now arrived; whilst no- 
thing had occurred to shake my belief in the cer- 
tainty of hostilities with Mexico, the reiterated ru- 
mored cession of California to England was strength- 
ened by what I have already related. Hence no time 
was to be lost, as another day might bring Admiral 
Thomas with a superior force to take possession in 
the name of his sovereign, or General Micheltorena, 
the new governor general of California, might ap- 
pear to defend his capital, within less than three 
days’ march of which he was then said tobe. If I 
took possession of the country and held it by right 
of conquest in war, and there was war with Mexico, 
ali would be right; then if the English should come 
and claim under a treaty of cession, as such treaties 
do not give title till possession is had, I should have 
established a legal claim for my country to the con- 
quered territory, and at least have placed her upon 
strong grounds for forcible retention or amicable ne- 
gotiations, as after circumstances might dictate. If 
Admiral Thomas should afterwards arrive and at- 
tempt to supplant our flag on shore, the marines of 
the squadron to man the guns on the fort, without 
weakening our ships, would ensure us the victory, 
and the responsibility would rest on the English com- 
mander. On the other hand, if it should turn out 
that amicable relations had been restored between 
the United States and Mexico—that Mexico had not 
parted with the Californias, and that at the time I de- 
manded and touk possession of Monterey there was 
no war, the responsibility of the act at first might 
seem to rest on me, certainly not upon our govern- 
ment, who gave no orders upon the subject: but if I 
am right (and of which there can ve but little doubt) 
in assigning to Mexico the attitude of a nation hav- 
ing declared conditional war, then, under all the cir- 
cumstances of the case, Mexico is the aggressor, and 
as such is responsible for all evils and consequences 
resulting from the hostile and menacing position in 
which she placed herself on the 4th of June last. 

But I may be wrong toto celo in all my deductions 
and conclusions; if so, I may forfeit my commission 








t It is a Curious fact that the latesi news from Mexico 


is often received at Monterey yia Sandwivk leiaada 


will, { have the proud satisfaction of believing that 
however severely my judgment may be condemned, 
no one will question the motives which impelled me 
to action. 

Thus arguing—whether right or wrong, 1 had no 
means beyond the limits of my squadron for deter- 
mining—I decided, under all circumstances, that it 
was my duty to take possession of the place in the 
name of the United States; and accordingly sent 
Captain Armstrong on shore, under a flag of truce, 
to demand a surrender of California to the forees 
under my command. Not wishing to be unnecessa- 
rily precipitate in negotiating with the governor, 1 
gave him eighteen hours to consider my proposition, 
which was submitted in Spanish as well as in English, 
at 40’clock P. M. on the 19th of October. (See pa- 
per marked C. No. 2.) 

The governor of Monterey* unhesitatingly con- 
sented to surrender the department over which he 
presides, without asking a single question, or even in- 
quiring why we appeared in hostile array against his 
country; nevertheless the summons was left with him, 


and the terms of capitulation opened for discussion 
until 9 o’clock next morning. 


At half past eleven at night I was aroused from 
my cot by the call of two Mexican officers, (bearing 
letter C No. 3,) sent as commissioners to treat for 
the surrender of Monterey. The interview lasted 
over two hours, and as the terms first submitted 
by me underwent various alterations, and had to be 
made in duplicate, both in Spanish and English, 
half past nine o’clock next morning was appointed 
“i signing the articles, and eleven for changing the 

ags. 

The Mexican commissioners, however, as if im- 
patient to surrender the country, were on board at 
half past seven, instead of half past nine o’clock, 
and signed the articles before duplicates could be 
made, and at eleven o’clock the town and depart- 
ment of Monterey was surrendered to the arms of 
the United States, according to the terms expressed 
in paper D No. 4, and for particulars of what gubse- 
quently happened I beg leave to refer you to the ac- 
companying papers, marked and numbered E No. 5, 
F No. 6, H No. 8, I No. 9, K No. 10,L No. 11. [It 
is here proper for me to state that at the close of 
the nocturnal interview, after the’ terms of capitu- 
Jation had all been arranged, Mr. Larkin, an Amert- 
can merchant, long residing at Monterey, who ac- 
companied the Mexican commissioners as their in- 
terpreter, but had not before been on board, inquired 
which side had declared the war; when he was in- 
formed that the declaration was conditional, and on 
the part of Mexico, he said that there were very 
late dates from Mexico on shore, which made no 
mention of any difficulties whatever between the 
two countries. I requested him to send me al! the 
information he could obtain on shore, public or pri- 
vate, that was later than the 4th of June. Next 
morning he (Mr. Larkin) came off at an early hour, 
but without bringing letter or paper of any kind; 
still affirming, however, that there were late Mexi- 
can papers on shore, but that he had not been able 
to obtain them. This circumstance, so far from in- 
cluding a change of purpose, was well calculated to 
increase suspicion, and to render prompt action more 
necessary than ever, especially when taken in con- 
nexion with what I had before learned, viz: that 
General Micheltorena, a fast friend of General Sonia 
Anna, had recently arrived from Mexico with six 
hundred troops, accompanied by additional officers 
for the purpose of raising a local regiment, and was 
then within a few leagues of Monterey, on his march 
to that port, and that a vessel was hourly expected 
with military stores, cannon, &c. &e. for the defence 
of Monterey.] 

The party that landed was composed of seamen 
and marines from both ships, amounting to 150 rank 
and file. 

The marines were under the immediate command 
of lieut. G. W. Robbins, assisted by Mr. H. H. Lock- 
wood, professor of mathematics on board this ship, 
who acted as adjutant. 

‘The seamen irom this ship were commanded by 
heutenant J. L. Lardner, the first lieutenant; assisted 
by lieutenants D. F. Dulany and L. B. Avery, and 
midshipmen W.H. Wilcox, 8S. R. Franklin, A. C. 





*John B. Alvarado, the same who so wantonly seized 
the American and English setilers in California and seut 
thein in irons to the city of Mexico in April, 1840, as al- 


luded to in yous ietier vi tae 40a December, 1841, to the 
4 president. 
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Jackson, B. W. Stevenson, and E. T. Carmichael.-—— 
The seamen from the Cyane were Jed by lieutenant 
B. F. Shattuck, assisted by midshipmen A. F. War- 
ley, W. D. Whiting, J. A. Forrest, and M. P. Jones; 
the whole under the command of commander C. K. 
Stribling, who was attended by Purser I. D. Gibson 
of the Cyane, and assistant surgeon R. I Maxwell of 
this ship. Captain James Armstrong, of this ship, 
who acted as commissioner to treat with the Mexi- 
can authorities, was also with the party on shore, 
and had a general supervision over all persons and 
things on shore; and it affords me the highest satis- 
faction to be able to assure you that every thing was 
conducted in the most orderly manner, and that to this 
day no word of complaint has been uttered against 
any man of the party debarked. 

The afternoon and night of the 20th passed in per- 
fect quietness, and the next day I visited the town 
and fortifications, over which our national flag was 
now flying. Again I was told that there was very 
Jate and pacific news from Mexico in Monterey. I[ 
sent my secretary, Mr. H. La Reintrie, and Chap- 
Jain, Rev. T. B. Bartow, to hunt for it; and in the 
office of the Mexican commissary, one of the com- 
missioners who had negotiated the articles of capi- 
tulation, several bundles of Mexican papers as late 
as the 4th of August were found, without their en- 
velopes having been broken. 

The general tone of the articles relating to the 
United States in those papers was pacific; and the 
certainty that Mexico had not commenced hostilities 
against the United States up to the 22d of August 
was established by private commercial letters from 
Mazatlan. This information induced me to suppose 
that the crisis in our controversy with Mexico had 
terminated favorably, or, at any rate, that war had 
not yet commenced. I also came to the conclusion 
that the reported cession of the Californias to Eng- 
land could not be true, from the efforts Mexico 1s 
making to strengthen herself in his quarter; the Mex- 
ican papers likewise contradict the rumor of cession 
with warmth, and even advert to Mr. Monroe’s de- 
clarations as regards the establishment of new colo- 
nies on the American continent by European powers, 
as an insurmountable obstacle to a’ cession, were 
Mexico ever so much disposed to part with those 
valuable possessions; of which, however, she has not 
the least idea. 

This change in the aspect of international affairs 
called for prompt action on my part. The motives 
and only justifiable grounds for demanding a surren- 
der of the territory were thus suddenly removed, or, 
at least, rendered so doubtful as to make it my duty 
to restore things as I had found them with the least 
possible delay. 1 held a short conference with Cap- 
tain Armstrong and Commander Stribling, the result 
of which was the tender of retrocession, marked G 
No. 7, which, being promptly accepted by the Mex- 


ican authorities, was carried into effect at the hour | orders from his government within any specific or 
named, with all the honors and ceremony customary | reasonab/e time; with more than forty millions of 


or due on such occasions. Subsequently the usual 


official visits were reciprocated by the respective re- | tion, exclusive of many valuable trading establish- 


resentatives aud officers of the two republics; and 
it is most gratifying to be able to say that, notwith- 
standing what has happened since our arrival here, 
no incident has occurred to interrupt, for a single 
moment, the most friendly intercourse between the 
inhabitants of the town and the officers of the squa- 
dron. 

As this affair may possibly be the subject of strict 
scrutiny and severe criticism, both at home and 
abroad, | beg leave most respectfully to refer you to 
the accompanying papers, (A and D,) upon which 
I rest my own, and, so far as devolves on me, my 
country’s justification. 1 have the honor to be, very 
respectiully, your obedient serv’t, 

THOS. AP C, JONES, 

Commanding Pacific squadron. Hon. 1. P. Upshur, 
secretary of the navy, Washington. 

[The paper A, referred to in the latter part of this 
despatch, is a copy of Commodore Jones’ letter of 
the Sth September, with its appendages, asking the 
advice of the principal officers of his squadron, and 
which will be found in a preceding column as an ac- 
companiment to the cominodore’s letter of the 13th 
September. } 

(D.) 
Flug ship United States, 
Monterey Bay, October 23, 1842. 

Mr. Bocanegra’s letter of the 3lst of May, 1842, 
addressed to the honorable Daniel Webster, put pub- 
lished in the Mexican “El Cosmopolita,” of the 4th 
of June, presented to the executive of the United 
States the alternative of immediate hostilities between 
the two countries, or a palpable abrogation on the part 
of the United States of the most sacred principles ot 
our bill of rights. 

The Mexican sine qua non required nothing less 

han the suppression of the liberty of the press; the 





|layed compliance with her unreasonable and oft re- 








| 
' 
} 


suppression of public meetings of the people of the 
United States within the states; and the suppression 
of the right of expatriation, and of emigrating to a 
neighboring state in peace and amity with the United 
States: principles than which there are none more 
dear to the American citizen, none more clearly gu- 
arantied by their constitution. 


Was it, then, to be supposed that the cabinet at 
Washington, which Mr. Bocanegra proclaimed to 
the world had utterly disregarded the repeated calls 
of Mexico, made in the usual forms of diplomatic 
courtesy, would concede what has been so pertina- 
ciously denied, when reiterated in language and man- 
ner reproachful, menacing, and highly insulting to the 
chief magistrate of this nation? 


Whatever might have been the disposition of the 
executive of the United States towards Mexico in 
the early stage of the controversy, the power twas al- 
ways wanting to comply with the Mexican demand; 
hence the utter impossibility of conceding to Mexico 
under menace what under our constitution could not 
be granted, and what in fact Mexico had no right to 
claim. 


By the publication of Mr. Bocanegra’s letter of 
the 3lst of May to Mr. Webster, in the capital of 
Mexico, on the 4th of June, accompanied as it was 
by an appeal to the people of Mexico, and a decla- 
ratory manifesto addressed to the representatives of 
all foreign powers of the old and new world at peace 
with Mexico, Mexico assumes a belligerent attitude, 
from which it was more than difficult for her to re- 
cede with honor to herself, without war, if the Unit- 
ed States should stand firm in the position in which 
justice, honor, and national dignity placed her. In 
fine, the simultaneous publication* of three highly 
belligerent official documents at the Mexican capital, 
before her ultimatum was in transitu for Washing- 
ton, was to all intents and purposes what is famili- 
arly known to and acknowledged by all nations as 
a conditional declaration of war, placing Mexico in | 
that commanding attitude from which she might at 
any moment and without further notice commence 
hostilities, as threatened, if the U. States cabinet de- 


jected demands. 


What were the rights and duties of the United 
States, thus bearded and posted as a “shameful” 
violator of international law and treaty stipula- | 
tions? Had she not the undoubted right, not only | 
to place herself in the best posture for defence, but | 
even the right to avert the threatened blow by antici- | 
pating the designs of her quasi-enemy? Most indubi- | 
tably. 

What, then, was the duty of the commander of | 
the United States squadron in the Pacific, when he| 
was informed of the warlike attitude assumed by | 
Mexico towards his country? Beyond the reach of 





American property afloat committed to his protec- 





ments owned bv American citizens along the coast: 
of Mexico and the two Californias; together with | 
numerous citizens of the United States settled in 

Upper California, in regard to whom the honorable 
secretary of the navy, Mr. Upshur, in his letter to 
the president of December 4, 1841, holds the follow- 
ing language: “Such, however, is the unsettled con- 
dition of that whole ‘ country [California] that they 
(the American settlers) cannot be safe, either in their 
persons or property, except under the protection of 
our naval power.” 


What, then, | repeat the question, was the duty 
of the commander in chief of the United States na- 
val forces in the Pacific, believing, as he had every 
reason to believe, that war was not only inevitable, 
but that hostilities must have already commenced, of 
which, however, he could not be officially informed 
by his government for many months? Vattel says: 
‘Defensive war requires no declaration, nor even, 
on urgent occasions, an express order from the so- 
vereign.” Is it easy to conceive a case more clearly 
covered by this maxim of international law than that 
in whieh I was placed by the belligerent attitude 
Mexico had assumed towards the United States?— 
Beyond the reach of my sovereign’s orders, immense 
commercial! and personal interests committed to my 
charge, without a place of rendezvous or port of 
safety to which the unarmed but treasure laden ships 
of my countrymen could repair for safety or securi- 
ly against the smallest piccaroon; the American set- 
tiers in California, at all times insecure, both in life 
and property, would be the first and sure victims of 
a war commenced by Mexico, unless the naval com- 
mander in the Pacific, by some prompt and decisive 





*Chitty’s Vattel, 4th Am. edition, book ul, Ghapter Iv, 
article 53, chupter 55, page 315 and 316. Jbid, book in, 








chapier LV, article 64, page 313. 








manifestation of his ability to protect the innocent 
and punish the guilty, should strike terror on the 
minds of the California Mexicans, and thereby re. 
strain their wonted disregard of law, justice, anq 
humanity, and at the same time provide a haven of 
safety to which both ships and persons might repair 
for protection and security against the enemy.. 


Monterey, the capital of the two Californias, from 
its spacious harbor and central position, seemed to 
be well calculated for the foregoing purposes; it was 
therefore taken possession of, as | have already stat- 
ed. To take possession of any and every point on 
the coast of California approachable by a naval force, 
is a very easy thing, as it also would be to hold and 
defend the country against Mewico proper, provided 
the native Californians and foreign residents were 
reconciled to their new masters, a matter by no means 
difficult, if the Mexican officeholders were sent out 
of the country. 

It was in this view, as well as to render war as 
harmless and as little inconvenient as possible to all, 
but more especially to such as should wholly abstain 
from taking part in it, that the proclamation marked 
F No. 6 was issued and circulated simultaneously with 
the summons to capitulate. 

THOS. AP C. JONES, 
Commanding Pacific squadron. 


Flag ship U. States, Monterey Bay, Nov. 16, 1842. 

Sir: My communication of the 24th ultimo will 
make you fully acquainted with my operations up to 
that day; subsequently nothing has occurred to in- 
terrupt the perfect tranquility which prevailed here 
on the 24th of October. I have heard from all the 
trading points on the California coast, north and 
south of me, and our temporary occupation of Mon- 


| terey has caused no interruption to our citizens or 


their business anywhere. 

Ihave opened a correspondence with his excel- 
Jency General Micheltorena, the new governor ge- 
neral of the two Californias, which I have no doubt 
will result in establishing security for our commerce 
on this coast, and for our citizens who have settled 
in this country, upon a much surer basis Chan ever 
before existed. Nevertheless, the presence of a 
sloop of war on this coast is as much as ever need- 
ed; for, after all, ina couniry where the will of a 


| comparatively irresponsible individual (some petty 


subaltern) is paramount to law, treaty stipulations 
or conventional obligations are of little account, un- 
less backed by force ready at hand to act as ac- 
casion may require. 

The Dale, so anxiously expected from Panama, 
has not yet arrived, consequently 1 am still in the 
dark as to the secret movement of the English squad- 
ron. Neither have we any accounts of how the 
posting of the United States cabinet by Mexicans 
was received at home. On this side of the conti- 
nent there is but one opinioa entertained by our 
countrymen and foreigners, and that is, that war 
would be the inevitable consequence, unless through 
the mediation of some friendly power, Santa Anna 
retracts, with suitable apologies, what he has so unjust- 
ly and publicly charged upon the president. At pre- 
sent, we only know that up to the middle of August 
no overt actof hostility against the United States 
had been committed by Mexico. I shall continue on 
this coast until [ ascertain the true state of our rela- 
tions with Mexieo: if there is war I shall of course 
be governed according to circumstances, until I re- 
ceive your special instructions. If peace, | shall re- 
turn forthwith to the coasts of Chili and Peru, Jeav- 
ing the Cyane and Dale, one on the coast, the other 
in the Gulf of California. The Yorktown will con- 
vey the messenger with my despatches to Mazatlan, 
on his way to Mexico and Washington. 

The Yorktown will cruise in the Gulf of Califor- 
nia until the time arrives for her departure for the 
United States, as intimated in my letter No. 27 of 
the 1st of September, and as the Dale will follow 
the Yorktown six months after, I hopeI may be ex- 
cused in urging upon the department the absolute 
necessity of the increase of this squadron, as re- 
commended in your letter of the 4th of December, 
1841, to the president. 

Should the Yorktowns’s and the Dale’s reliefs not 
arrive before those vessels leave the station, it will 
be impossible to afford our commercial interest on 
the coasts of Chili, Peru, California, and Mexico (to 
say nothing of the whaling interest among the 1s- 
lands) that protection which it needs, and which, 
from the just and patriotic views expressed in your 
letter before cited, all expect, and which I have as- 
sured them they would receive. 

In conclusion, I would respectfully repeat the sug- 
gestion that no more third class sloops be sent to this 
distant station. Schooners, brigs, or whatever else is 
sent here, ought to be first, and not second or third 
class vessels of any rate. They are the most expen- 
sive and least efficient vessels in the navy; they can- 
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a 
not carry provisions enough, consequently they must 
be. constantly buying; and although our squadron 
may reatly out-number other squadrons, if war 
should bring them in contact shi for ship, and even 
two to one, as, for instance, the Yorktown and Dale 
would not be a match for the Curracoa or Carysfort 
sloops, both on this station; consequently, our naval 
glory, national honor, and interests are greatly jeo- 

arded by the mal-disposition of our ships of war. 

have the honor to be, most respectfully, your ob’t 
ser’t THOMAS AP C. JONES, 

Commander-in-chief of the U. S. naval forces, 
. Pacific ocean. 

The hon. A. P. Upshur, secretary of navy, Washington. 

Pp. S. The enclosed letter from the first judge of 
Monterey will show that now, though for the first 
time, the courts of justice are open to the foreign 
residents of California. Hitherto our citizens, so 
barbarously treated in 1840, have not been allowed to 
prove their claims before any tribunal in the country. 

T. Ar C. J. 


From Don Jose Z. Fernandez, judge of Monterey, to 
Commodore Jones. 
Tribunal of the first instance, 
Monterey, November 16, 1842. 

The undersigned, judge of the First Instance of 
this district, has the honor to inform the commander- 
in-chief of the naval forces of the United States in 
the Pacific ocean, Thos. Ap C. Jones, esq. that, 
having received orders from the government of the 
department to make preparations for the indemnifi- 
cations of the citizens of that nation who may wish 
to present them, and which relate to the events of 
the month of April, in the year 1840, the court is 
ready to act according to said decision, having its 
office open on all work days to hear whatever com- 

laints may be preferred, and using the necessary 
efforts for their justification and legalization. 

This occasion affords the undersigned the plea- 
sure of assuring the commander-in-chief of the na- 
yal forces of the United States in this sea, that he 
will omit no labor, however arduous it may be, in 
advancing the claims that the complainants may 
bring before him, begging at the same time of your 
lordship to accept the most sincere protestations of 
the distinguished consideration of the undersigned. 

JOSE Z. FERNANDEZ. 


U.S. ship Cyane, Monterey Bay, Nov. 21, 1842. 
Sir: By the heading of this letter you will per- 
ceive that lam now on board the Cyane. This 
change was rendered necessary in consequence of 
being obliged to send the frigate to the Sandwich Is- 
lands to bring provisions for the Yorktown and Dale, 
orrather replenish her own stock, reduced by rea- 
son of having to supply the two sloops named above 
—thus proving what I have before said of the utter 
unsuitableness of such vessels for this station. 
The Dale is now 74 days from Callao, (via Pana- 
ma, where she was ordered to stop not over two 
days), and not yet arrived: she will be in want of 
every thing. 
The Yorktown sailed from Callao September 22d, 
has been three weeks on this coast, and had not pro- 
visions enough to take her back to Valparaiso, if she 
looked into the Gulf of California at all. 
The frigate left Callao 8thof September, with 
near seven months’ supplies, (all we could get there, 
in consequence of the Victoria’s discharging at Val- 
paraiso, as stated in my letter of the 12th Septem- 
ber, No. 28;) consequently, the Relief had to go emp- 
ly to Valparaiso, to take in the Victoria’s cargo; and, 
although lieutenant Sterett has orders to follow me 
to this coast, to guard against accident I find it ne- 
a to despatch the frigate to Woahoo, to bring 
over the stores 1 had caused to be deposited there. 
The non-arrival of the Dale, and a desire to visit 
San Francisco and other points on this coast, and 
for the purpose of a conference with the new go- 
vornoer of California, make it expedient for me to 
remain on the coast until the frigate returns, which 
will not exceed 45 days from this the day of her de- 
parture. 
it is with much pleasure that I can assure you that 


every thing is perfectly tranquil ashore and afloat, 


and that good health and perfect harmony prevail in 
the squadron under my command. Although I have 
endeavored to omit nothing necessary to make you 
fully acquainted with all that has been done 
still I may not be perfectly clear in my narration. 
therefore respectfully refer you to the bearer, lieut- 
H. T. Hartstene, a most valuable officer, whose ser- 
Vices we shall miss much, for any further informa- 
tionor necessary explanation. I have the honor to 
be your obedient servant, 
THOS. AP C. JONES, 
Commanding Pacific squadron. 
The hon. 4. P. Upshur, secretary of the navy, Washing- 
ton, 











FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


The following is the resolution which, in the 
house of representatives,on the last night of the 
late session of congress, Mr. Apams endeavored to 
bring before the house, in the form of a report from 
the committee on foreign relations: 

Resolved, That the invasion of the territory of a 
foreign nation, at peace with the United States, by 
any military or naval officer of the United States, is 
at once an aggravated offence against that foreign 
nation, against the peace of the world, and against 
the constitution and people of the United States, for 
the signal punishment of which further provision 
ought to be made by law. 

The reception of the resolution being objected to, 
Mr. Apams moved to suspend the rules to allow of 
its introduction. On this motion (to suspend rules) 
the yeas and nays were ordered, and taken, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. An 
drews, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, 
Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, 
Briggs, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, Calhoun, Childs, 
Chittenden, John C. Clark, James Cooper, Cowen, 
Cranston, Garrett Davis, Everett, Fillmore, Gates, 
Granger, Green, Hall, Halsted, Howard, Hudson, Jo- 
seph R. Ingersoll, John P- Kennedy, King, Lane, Linn, 
McKennan, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maynard, Meriwether, 
Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Ramsay, 
Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Ridgway, Rod- 


To the people of the free states of the wnion. 

We, the undersigned, in closing our duties to our 
constituents and our country as members of the 27th 
congress, feel bound to call your attention very brief- 
ly to the project, long entertained by a portion of 
the people of these United States, still pertinacious- 
ly adhered to, and intended soon to be consummated 
—THE ANNEXATION OF TEXaAs TO THIS UNION. In the 
press of business incident to the last days of a ses- 
sion of congress, we have not time, did we deem it 
necessary, to enter upon a detailed statement of the 
reasons which force upon our minds the conviction 
that this ange is by no means obandoned; that a large 
portion of the country interested in the continuance 
of domestic slavery and the slave trade in these 
United States have solemnly and unalterably deter- 
mined that it shall be speedily carried into execution, and 
that, by this admission of a new slave territory and 
slave states, the undue ascendency of the slaveholdi 
power in the government shall be secured and rivetted be- 
yond all redemption. That it was with these views 
and intentions that settlements were effected in the 
province by citizens of the United States, difficul- 
ties fomented with the Mexican government, a revolt 
brought about, and an independent government de- 
clared, cannot now admit of a doubt; and that, hitherto, 
all attempts of Mexico to reduce her revolted pro- 
vince to obedience have proved unsuccessful, is to 
be attributed to the unlawful aid and assistance of 











ney, William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, 
Slade, Stanly, Stratton, John T. Stuart, Summers, To- 
land, Tomlinson, ‘Tl'ripletc, Trumbull, Underwood, Ed- 
ward D. White. Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Wil- 
liams, Christopher H. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, Au- 
gustus Young, John Young—74. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, 
Botts, Bowne, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Milton 
Brown, Charles Brown, William O. Butler, Patrick C. 
Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Tho- 
mas J, Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Clinton, Coles, 
Crawford, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Deberry, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, 
Gilmer, Patrick G. Goode, Gordan, Graham, Harris, 
Hastings, Hays, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Cave John- 
son, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, 
Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert Mc- 
Clellan, McKeon, Mallory, Thomas F. Marshall, John 
Thompson Mason, Medill, Miller, Plumer, Pope, Pow- 
ell, Proffit, Rayner, Read, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, 
Riggs, Rogers, Sanford, Shaw, Shields, William Smith, 
Snyder, Sieenrod, Sumter, Taliaferro. Jacob Thompson, 
Ward, Washington, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, 
Joseph L. Williams, Wise—83. 

So the house refused to suspend the rules to al- 
low of the proposed report being made, and the re- 
solution, as above, was not received. 
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THE CONDITION OF TEXAS. 
From the National Intelligencer. 


If we feel any reluctance in complying with the 
request, from a most highly respected source, to 
publish the subjoined article in reference to the an- 
ticipated question of the annexation of Texas to the 
United States, it is solely because of the address 
which it bears to the people of a portion only of the 
United States, excluding the remaining portion, as 
though that remainder were not entitled to conside- 
ration, or not likely to listen to any appeal in the 
premises; though the question discussed is one in 
which the whole body of the people of the United 
States are interested, and the geographical portion 
thereof excluded from this appeal not Jess so than 
the rest of the union. The purpose of the appeal, to 
dissuade the people from favoring the annexation of 
Texas to the United States, has, according to our 
present views of that question, our entire approba- 
tion, not, however, upon the mere ground of slavery 
or anti-slavery, but on the broad national principle 
of holding on tothe integrity of the union, in its 
present limits, without addition, and without dimi- 
nution. We would not at the moment agree to ac- 


Texas, on the south, or of the territory of Great 
Britain on the north, as a free gift; and we do not 
know that the people of the southern states differ 
from us in opinion on that subject. However they 
may be, out of respect for the freedom of political 
discussion, as well.as for the high character of the 
names signed to the appeal, we place it before our 


I) readers. 


As immediately connected with the subject, and as 
showing what opposite influences are at work to 
prevent Texas from becoming, under any circum- 
stances, a field for slave labor, we insert (following 
the appeal) an essay from a New Orleans paper, well 
worthy of the attention of the. authors of that ap- 
peal, and of our readers generally, as presenting 
some views of the subject which, to us at least, are 





entirely new. 


designing and interested individuals in the United 

| States; and the direct and indirect co-operation of 
our own government, with similar vicws, is not the 
less certain and demonstrable. 

The open and repeated enlistment of troops in se- 
veral states of this union im aid of the Texian revo- 
lution; the intrusion of an American army, by order 
of the presideut, far into the territory of the Mexi- 
can government, at a moment critical for the fate of 
the insurgents, under pretence of preventing Mexi- 
can soldiers from fomenting Indian disturbances, but 
in reality in aid of, and acting in singular concert 
and coincidence with, the army of the revolutionists; 
ithe entire neglect of our government to adopt any 
| efficient measures to prevent the most unwarrantable 
aggressions of bodies of our own citizens, enlisted, 
organized, and officered within our own borders, and 
| marched in arms and battle array upon the territory 
| and against the inhabitants ofa friendly government, 
| in aid of freebooters and insurgents; and the prema- 
| ture recognition of the independence of Texas, by a 
| Snap vote, at the heel of a session of congress, and 
‘that too at the very session when President Jackson 
had, by special message, insisted that “the measure 
| would be contrary to the policy invariably observed 
| by the United States in all similar cases, would be 
marked with great injustice to Mexico, and peculiar- 
ly liable to the darkest suspicions, inasmuch as the 
Texians were almost all emigrants from the United States, 
AND SOUGHT THE RECOGNITION OF THEIR INDEPEN- 
DENCE WITH THE AVOWED PURPOSE OF OBTAINING 
THEIR ANNEXATION TO THE UNirep Srartes;” these 
| occurrences are too well known and too fresh in the 
| memory of all to need more than a passing notice. 
| These have become matters of history. For further 
| evidence on all these and other important points we 
|refer to the memorable speech of John Quincy 
| Adams, delivered in the house of representatives du- 

ring the morning hour in June and July, 1838,* and 
to his address to his constituents, delivered at Brain- 
tree, September 17, 1842.} 

‘lhe open avowal of the Texians themselves, the 
frequent and anxious negotiations of our own govern- 
ment, the resolutions of various states of the union, 
the numerous declarations of members of congress, 
the tone of the southern press, as well as the direct 
application of the Texian government, make it im- 
possible for any manto doubt that ANNEXATION and the 
formation of several new slaveholding states were 
originally the policy and design of the slaveholding 
states and the executive of the nation. 

The same references will show, very conclusively, 
that the particular objects of this new acquisition of 








cept of the territory occupied by the republic of| $!4ve territory were the perpetuation of slavery and the 


continued ascendency of the slave power. 

The following extracts from the a report on that 
subject adopted by the legislature of Mississippi, from 
a mass of similar evidence which might be adduced, 
will show with what views the annexation wasthen urged: 

“But we hasten to suggest the importance of the 
annexation of Texas to this republic, upon grounds 
somewhat local in their complexion, but of an im- 
port infinitely grave and interesting to the people who 
inhabit the southern portion of this confederacy, 
where it is known that a species of domestic slavery 
is tolerated and protected a law, whose existence is 
prohibited by the legal regulations of other states of 
this confederacy; which system of slavery is held by 





*See proceedings of a in National Register, 
we 54, passim. Also vol. 55, page 55, &c. 
tsee Nat. Reg. vol, 63, page 135, 
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all who are familiarly acquainted with its practical 
effects, to be of highly beneficial influence to the country 
within whose limits it is permitted to exist. 

“The committee feel authorized to say that this 
system is cherished by our constituents as the very 
palladium of their prosperity and happiness; and, what- 
ever ignorant fanatics may elsewhere conjecture, the 
committee are fully assured, upon the most diligent 
observation and reflection on the subject, that the 
south does not possess within her limits a blessing with 
which the affections of her people are so closely entwined 
and so completely enfibred, and whose value is more 
highly appreciated, than that which we are now con- 
sidering.” * * ° ks . 

‘Jt may not be improper here to remark that, dur- 
ing the last session of congress, when a senator from 
Mississippi proposed the acknowledgment of Texian 
independence, it was found, with a few exceptions, 
the members of that body were ready to take ground upon 
tt as upon the subject of slavery itself. 

‘“‘With all these facts before us, we do not hesitate 
in believing that these feelings influenced the New 
England senators, but one voting in favor of the mea- 
sure; and indeed Mr. Webster has been bold enough, 
in a public speech delivered recently in New York 
to many thousand citizens, to declare that the reason 
that influenced his opposition was his abhorrence to 
slavery in the south and that it might, in the event 
of its recognition, become a slaveholding state. He 
also spoke of the efforts making in favor of abolition; 
and that, being predicated upon and aided by the 
powerful influence of religious feeling, it would be- 
come irresistible and overwhelming. 

“This language, coming from so distinguished an 
individual as Mr. Webster, so familiar with the 
feelings of the north, and entertaining so high a 
respect for public sentiment in New England, speaks 
so plainly the voice of the north as not to be misun- 
derstood. 


‘‘We sincerely hope there is enough good sense and 
genuine love of country among our fellow country- 
men of the northern states to secure us final justice on 
this subject; yet we cannot consider it safe or expe- 
dient for the people of the south to entirely disregard 
the efforts of the fanatics and the opinions of such 
men as Webster and others who countenance such 
dangerous doctrines.” 


“The northern states have no interests of their own 
which require any special safeguards for their defence, 
save only their domestic manufactures; and: God 
knows they have already received protection from 
government on a most liberal scale; under which 
encouragement they have improved and flourished 
beyond example. The South has very peculiar inter- 
ests to preserve—interests already violently assailed 
and boldly threatened. 

‘Your committee are fully persuaded that this protec- 
tion to her best interest will be afforded by the annexation 
of Texas; an equipoise of influence in the halls of Con- 
gress will be secured, which will furnish us a permanent 
guaranty of protection.”’ 


The speech of Mr. Adams, exposing the whole 
system of duplicity and perfidy towards Mexico 
which had marked the conduct of our government, 
and the emphatic expressions of opposition which 
began to come up from all parties in the free states, 
however, for a time nearly silenced the clamors 
of the south for annexation, and the people of the 
north have been lulled into the belief that the 
project is nearly if not wholly abandoned, and that 
at least there is now no serious danger of its con- 
summation. 

Believing this to be a false and dangerous security, 
that the project has never been abandoned a moment 
by its originators and abettors, but that it has been 
deferred for a more favorable moment for its ac- 
complishment, we refer to a few evidences of more 
recent developement upon which this opinion is 
founded. 

The last election of president of the republic of 
Texas is understood to have turned mainly upon the 
question of annexation or no annexation, and the can- 
didate favorable to that measure was successful by 
an overwhelming majority. The sovereign states of 
Alabama, Tennessee, and Mississippi have recently 
adopted resolutions, some if not all of them wnani- 
mousiy, in favor of annexation, and forwarded them 
to congress. 


The honorable Henry A. Wise, a member of con- 
gress from the district in which our present chief 
imagistrate resided when elected vice president, and 
who is understood to be more intimately acquainted 
with the views and designs of the present adminis- 
tion than any other member of congress, most dis- 
tinctly avowed his desire for annexation at the last 
session of congress. Among other things he said, ina 
speech delivered Jan. 26, 1842: 

“True, if Iowa be added on the one side, Florida 
will be added on the other. But there the equation 





must stop. Let one more northern state be admitted 
and the equilibrium is gone—gone forever. The 
balance of interests is gone—the safeguard of American 
property—of the American constitution—of the Ame- 
rican Union, vanished into thin air. This must be the 
inevitable result, unless, by a treaty with Mexico, THE 
SOUTH CAN ADD MORE WEIGHT TO HER END OF THE 
LEVER! Let the south stop at the Sabine, (the eastern 
boundary of Texas), while the north may spread 
unchecked beyond the Rocky Mountains, anp THE 
SOUTHERN SCALE MUST KICK THE BEAM.” 


Finding difficulties perhaps in the way ofa cession 
by treaty, in another speech, delivered in April, 1842, 
on a motion made by Mr. Linn, of New York, to 
strike out the salary of the minister to Mexico, on 
the ground that the design of the executive in mak- 
ing the appointment was to accomplish the annexa- 
tion of Texas, Mr. Wise said, “he earnestly hoped 
and trusted that the president was as desirous [of an- 
nexation] as he was represented to be. We may well 
suppose the president to be in favor of it, as every 
wise statesman must be, who is not governed by fa- 
naticism or local sectional prejudices.” He said of 
Texas that— 

‘‘While she was, as a state, weak and almost pow- 
erless in resisting invasion, she was herself irresisti- 
ble as an invading and conquering power. She had 
but a sparse population, and neither men ror money 
of her own, to raise and equip an army for her own 
defence; but let her once raise the flag of foreign 
conquest—let her once proclaim a crusade against 
the rich states to the south of her, and in a moment 
volunteers would flock to her standard in crowds 
from all the states in the great Valley of the Mississippi— 
men of enterprise and valor, before whom no Mexi- 
can troops could stand for an hour. They would 
leave their own towns, arm themselves, and travel 
on their own cost, and would come up in thousands 
to plant the lone star of the Texian banner on the 
Mexican capitol. They would drive Santa Anna to 
the south, and the boundless wealth of captured 
towns and rifled churches, and a lazy, vicious, and 
luxurious priesthood, would soon enable Texas to 
pay her soldiery, and redeem her state debt, and 
push her victorious arms to the very shores of the 
Pacific. And would not all this extend the bounds 
of slavery? Yes, the result would be, that before 
another quarter of a century the extension of slave- 
ry would not stop short of the Western Ocean. We 
had but two alternatives before us; either to receive Texas 
into our fraternity of states, and thus make her our own, 
or to leave her to conquer Mexico, and become our most 
dangerous and formidable rival. 


“To talk of restraining the people of the great 
Valley from emigratirg to join her armies was all in 
vain; and it was equally vain to calculate on their 
defeat by any Mexican forces, aided by England or 

not. They had gone once already; it was they that con- 
| quered Santa Anna at San Jacinto; and three-fourths of 
them, after winning that glorious field, had peaceably 
returned to their homes. But once set before them 
the conquest of the rich Mexican provinces, and you 
might as well attempt to stop the wind. This govern- 
ment might send its troops to the frontier to turn 
them back, and they would run over them like a herd 
of buffalo.” 


‘Nothing could keep these booted loafers from 
rushing on till they kicked the Spanish priests out of 
the temples they profaned.” 

Mr. W. proceeded to insist that a majority of the 
people of the United States were in favor of the an- 
nexation; at all events, he would risk it with the de- 
mocracy of the north. 


“Sir, (said Mr. W.) it is not only the duty of the 
government to demand the liquidation of our claims 
and the liberation of our citizens, but to go further, 
and demand the non-invasion of Texas. Shall we 
sit still here while the standard of insurrection is 
raised on our borders, and let a horde of slaves and 
Indians and Mexicans roll up to the boundary line of 
Arkansas and Louisiana? No. It is our duty at 
once to say to Mexico, If you strike Texas, you strike 
us; and if England, standing by, should dare to 
intermeddle, and ask, Do you take part with Texas? — 
his prompt answer should be, Yes, and against you. 

‘- Such, he would let gentlemen know, was the spirit of 
the whole people of the great i’«lley of the West.” 


Several other members of congress, in the same 
debate, expressed similar views and desires, and 
they are still more frequently expressed in conversa 
tion. 

The honorable Thomas W. Gilmer, a member of 
congress from Virginia, and formerly a governor of 
that state, numbered as one of “the Guard,” and of 
course understood to be in the councils of the cabi- 
net, in a letter bearing date the 10th day of January 
last, originally designed as a private and confidential 
letter to a friend, gives it as his deliberate opinion, 
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WILL BE ANNEXED TO THE Union, and he 
into a specious argument and presents a 
reasons in favor of the measure. 
other things: 

“Washington, January 10, 1843. 
“Dear str: You ask if Thive eutptenied the opi- 
nion that Texas would be annexed to the United 
States? I answer, yes; and this opinion has not been 
adopted without reflection, or without a careful ob- 
servation of causes, which, I believe, are rapidly 
bringing about this result. I do not know how far 
these causes have made the same impression on 
others, but I am persuaded that the time is not dis- 
tant when they will be felt in all their force. The 
excitement which you apprehend may arise; but it 
will be temporary, and in the end salutary.” 
He dodges the constitutional objections as fol- 
ows: 

“T am, as you know, a strict constructionist of 
the powers of our federal government: and I do not 
admit the force of mere precedent to establish au- 
thority under written constitutions. The power 
conferred by the constitution over our foreign rela- 
tions, and the repeated acquisitions of territory un- 
der it, seem to me to leave this question open, as one 
of expediency. 

‘“‘But you anticipate objections with regard to the 
subject of slavery. This is indeed a subject of ex- 
treme delicacy, but it is one on which the annexation of 
Texas will have the most salutary influence. Some 
have thought that the proposition would endanger 
our union. Iam of a different opinion. I believe it 
will bring about a better understanding of our rela- 
tive rights and obligations.” 

In conclusion, he says: 

“Having acquired Louisiana and Florida, we have 
an interest anda frontier on the Gulf of Mexico, 
and along our interior to the Pacific, which will not 
permit us to close our eyes or fold our arms with in- 
difference to the events which a few years may dis- 
close in that quarter. We have already had one 
question of boundary with Texas; other questions 
must soon arrive, under our revenue laws, and on 
other points of necessary intercourse, which it will 
be difficult to adjust. The institutions of Texas, and 
her relations with other governments, are yet in that con- 
dition which inclines her people (who are our country- 
men) to unite their destinies with ours. Tis must BE 
DONE SOON,OR NOT AT ALL. ‘There are numerous 
tribes of Indians along both frontiers, which can 
easily become the cause or the instrument of border 
wars. Our own population is pressing onward to the 
Pacific. No power can restrain it. The pioneer 
from our Atlantic seaboard will soon kindle his fires 
and erect his cabin beyond the Rocky Mountains 
and on the Gulf of California. If Mahommed 
comes not tothe mountain, the mountain will go to 
Mahommed. Every year adds new difficulties to our 
progress, as natural and as inevitable as the current 
of the Mississippi. These difficulties will soon, 
‘like mountains interposed,’ 


“Make enemies of nations, 
“Which now, like kindred drops, 
‘Might mingle into one.’” 
Truly yours, 
“THOMAS W. GILMER. 

The impoverished condition of Texas, her ina- 
bility to raise and sustain troops to defend herself 
against invasion for any length of time, and her want 
of character and credit abroad, are urged as reasons 
for IMMEDIATE ANNEXAT‘ON, and the opinion has 
been frequently expressed by those who feel adeep 
interest in this subject, that it would take place ar 
A VERY EARLY DAY IN THE NEXT SESSION OF CON- 
GREss! 

At the present session the resolutions of the state 
of Alabama in favor of annexation, and sundry pe- 
titions and remonstrances against it, were referred to 
the committee on foreign relations. A majority of 
the committee, consisting of members from the 
slaveholding states, refused to consider and report 
upon the subject,and directed Mr. Adams, their 
chairman, to report a resolution asking to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the subject, 
which he did on the 28th day of February. At the 
same time Mr. Adams asked, as an individual mem- 
ber of the committee, for leave to present the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

‘Resolved, That by the constitution of the United 
States no power is delegated to their congress, or to 
any department or departments of their government, 
to affix to this union any foreign state, or the people 
thereof. 

“Resolved, That any attempt of the government of 
the United States, by an act of congress or by treaty, 
to annex to this union the republic of Texas, or the 
people thereof, would be a violation of the constitu- 
tion of the United States, null and void, and to which 
the free statesof this union and their people ought 





after much examination and reflection, that Texas 


not to submit.” 
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‘ections being made, the resolutions were not 
objet. the et da members showing a disincli- 
re yn to have the subject agitated in the house at 
e- Might it not be considered as savoring too 
a of a violation of private confidence, we could 
re to various declarations of persons high in office 

the national government avowing a fixed deter- 
ination to bring Texas into the union, declaring 

tthey had assurances of the aid of the free states 
e ecomplish the object, and insisting that they 
fer a dissolution of the union to the rejection of 
pxas, expressin however at the same time, their 
idence, that if the annexation could be effected 
, people of the free states would submit to it, and 
p institutions of the slave states would be secured 
j perpetuated. Contenting ourselves, however, 
ih the above brief glance at some of the most 
yminent evidences in relation to the subject, we 
pmit to you whether the project of annexation 
ems to be abandoned, and whether there be not the 
¢ imminent danger of its speedy accomplishment, 
sless the entire mass of the people in the free states be- 
s aroused to a conviction of this danger, AND SPEAK 
rAND ACT IN REFERENCE TO IT IN A MANNER AND 
iH A VOICE NOT TO BE MISUNDERSTOOD EITHER BY 
: PEOPLE OF THE SLAVE STATES, OR THEIR OWN 
pLIC SERVANTS AND REPRESENTATIVES. 


Although perfectly aware that many important 
4 controlling objections to annexation exist, aside 
ym the question of slavery, we have in this ad- 
»ssconfined ourselves principally to that, because 
its paramount importance, and because the advo- 
ys of annexation distinctly place it upon that ground. 
ostof the specious arguments and reasons in favor 
annexation with which its advocates attempt to 

id the pill for northern palates, are just about as sin- 

sare and substantial as were those of Mr. Wise in 
speech above referred to, in which he labored a 

Sag time toconvince northern philanthropists that 
y would best promote the objects they hadin 
w by favoring annexation, that they might have 
very in Texas within the power and control of 
own government, that that they might abolish i or 
igate its evils, he himself being an advocate of 
petual slavery, and among the very foremost to 
mple upon the right of petition itself! 

None can be so blind now as not to know that the 
design and object of the south 1s to ‘‘app New 
GHT TO HER END OF THE LEVER.” It was upon 
tground that Mr. Webster placed his opposition 
is speech on that subject in New York in March, 

7. In that speech, after stating that he saw in- 

mountable objections to the annexation of Texas; 

tthe purchase of Louisiana and Florida furnish- 
no precedent for it; that the cases were not paral- 

,and that no such policy or necessity as led to that 

ured the annexation of Texas, he said: 

Gentlemen, we all see that, by whomsoever pos- 

ed, Texas is likely to be a slaveholding country; 

[frankly avow my entire unwillingness todo any 

g which shall extend the slavery of the African 

e on this continent, or add other slaveholding 

esto the union. When I say that I regard sla- 

y in itself as a great moral, social, and political 
.l only use language which has been adopted by 
inguished men, themselves citizens of slavehold- 
states. I shall do nothing, therefore, to favor or 
ourage its further extension.” 

ndagain, he said: 

@\n my opinion, the people of the United States 

1 not consent to bring a new, vastly extensive, 

slaveholding country, large enough for half a 

en ora dozen states, into the union. Iw my opt- 
N THEY OUGHT NOT TO CONSENT TOIT. Indeed, I 
altogether at a loss to conceive what possible 
efit any part of this country can expect to derive 
such annexation. All benefit, to any part, is 
least doubtful and uncertain; the objections ob- 
us, plain, and strong. On the general question of 
ery, a great portion of the community is already 
gly excited. The subject has not only attract- 
attention as a questionof politics, but it has 
ick a far deeper-toned cord. It has arrested the 
s0us feeling of the country; it has taken strong 

(onthe consciences of men. He is a rash man, 

eed, and little conversant with human nature, and 

‘cially has hea very erroneous estimate of the 

racter of the people of this country, who sup- 

¢s that a feeling of this kind is to be trifled with 
wry py It will assurediy cause itself to be re- 

" conclusion, he said: 

I see, therefore, no political necessity for the an- 

ation of Texas to the union; no advantages to 

derived from it; and objections to it of a strong, 
iQ my judgment, decisive character. 


: believe it to be for the interest and happiness 
“!€ Whole union to remain as it is, without dimi- 


















































































We hold that there is not only “no political ne- 
cessity” for it, “‘no advantages to be derived from 
it,” but that there is no constitutional power dele- 
gated to any department of the national government 
to authorize it: that no act of congress or treaty for 
annexation can impose the least obligation upon the 
several states of this union to submit to such an un- 
warrantable act, or to receive into their family and 
fraternity such misbegotten and illegitimate progeny. 


We hesitate not to say that annexation, effected by 
any act or proceeding of the federal government, or 
any of its departments, woULD BE IDENTICAL WITH 
pissoLurion. It would be a violation of our nation- 
al compact, its objects, designs, and the great ele- 
mentary principles which entered into its formation, 
of a character so deep and fundamental, and would 
be an attempt to eternize an institution and a pow- 
er of nature so unjust in themselves, so injurious to 
the interests and abhorrent to the feelings of the peo- 
ple of the free states, as, in our opinion, not only in- 
evitably to result in a dissolution of the union, but 
fully to justify it; and we not only assert that the 
people of the free states ‘‘ought not to submit to it,” 
but we say, with confidence, raEY WOULD NoT suB- 
mit To1T. We know their present temper and spirit 
on this subject too well to believe for a moment 
that they would become particeps criminis in any such 
subtle contrivance for the irremediable perpetuation oF 
AN INSTITUTION Which the wisest and best men who 
formed our federal constitution, as well from the 
slave as the free states, regarded as an evil and acurse, 
soon to become extinct under the operation of laws 
to be passed prohibiting the slave trade, and the pro- 
gressive influence of the principles of the revolu- 
tion. 
To prevent the success of this nefarious project— 
to preserve from such gross violation the constitu- 
tion of our country, adopted expressly ‘‘to secure the 
blessings of’ liberty” and not the perpetuation of sla- 
very—and to prevent the speedy and violent dissolu- 
tion of the union, we invite you to unite, without 
distinction of party, in an immediate expression of 
your views on this subject,in such manner as you 
may deem best calculated to answer the end pro- 
posed. 
Washington, March 3, 1843. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
SETH M. GATES, 
WILLIAM SLADE, 
WILLIAM B. CALHOUN, 
JOSHUA R. GIDDINGS, 
SHERLOCK J. ANDREWS, 
NATHANIEL B. BORDEN, 
THOS. ©. CHITTENDEN, 
JOHN MATTOCKS, 
CHRISTOPHER MORGAN, 
JOSHUA M. HOWARD, 
VICTORY BIRDSEYE, 
HILAND HALL. 


TEXAS—IMPORTANT PROJECTS. 
From the New Orleans Bee of April 22. 


We learn from authentic sources that the depres- 
sion in the affairs of Texas, combined with the grie- 
vous consequences of the administration of her im- 
becile and vain-glorious president, have given rise to 
projects of future policy which are being daily dis- 
cussed amongst the people, and which will, if car- 
ried into effect, have an important bearing on the 
destinies of the southern portion of this Union. 

We understand that, amongst other schemes for 
the amelioration of the country, that of converting 
it into a free state is openly advocated. The pro- 
| prietors of land and those of the slaveholders who 
own immense tracts of territory, have taken it into 
their heads that if they prohibit the importation of 
slaves and pass laws in favor of emancipation, emi- 
gration from the northern portion of the Union and 
from Europe, especially from England, will set in 
with such force as to enhance the value of their lands 
beyond the loss sustained by gradual emancipation, 
even if England did not agree to make some com- 
pensation for the freed slaves, of which, expectations 
are entertained by many. 

The reduced price of cotton, the only staple they 
can raise for exportation, has lessened the value of 
slave property in such a degree as to make it for 
the present a smal! obstacle to those who own tracts 
of jand embracing this scheme. Emigration to west 
Texas has almost subsided, and it is argued that the 
institution of slavery has been the cause of the back- 
ward growth of the country. The portion of peo- 
ple who support these views, from motives intensely 
selfish, contend that the first movement in favor of 
abolition would bring to their aid numberless presses 
in the north and the sympathies of England and con- 
tinental Europe. ‘That, under the excitement pro- 
duced by these influeuces, thousands upon thousands 





'on and without addition.” 





of emigrants would pour into Texas and enhance 


the value of real estate; that proprietors could make 
fortunes by selling out their wild lands, and then re- 
main in the country or remove elsewhere as they 
might think fit. 

As yet these topics have not found their way to the 
press, but we are assured that they are freely dis- 
cussed in private circles, and that many, of whom 
better things might have been expected, espouse the 
scheme adverted to. That propositions of this na- 
ture are openly discussed in Texas, is an evidence 
more of bad administration than of poverty. In 
common with the United States, Texas has suffered 
severely from pecuniary difficulties, but trouples of 
this nature would hardly give rise to speculations 
that set a price upon national sovereignty, unless the 
government of Houston had produced as much dis- 
gust at home as it had caused abroad. We learn 
that the question of absolutely selling the republic 
to England has been mooted, but abandoned on the 
ground that Great Britain would rather assist the 
country as an independent abolition state than pur- 
chase it, in consequence of the danger such proprie- 
torship would create of a rupture with the United 
States. * 

If these views be carried out, Texas will have, in 
the cycle of a few years, gone through the stages 
of national existence, from infancy to premature de- 
crepitude. 

The bonfires which celebrated the achievement of 
her independence will have scarcely died away be- 
fore her funeral torches are lighted up, and the song 
of liberty that went forth on the establishment of 
the constitution might have subsided into a dirge. 

In examining more narrowly into the Texas pa- 
pers brought by the last arrival, we find that the 
newspapers have taken up the matter. The Times, 
Telegraph, and Houstonian, have noticed these 
schemes in terms of eloquent indignation; but from 
the tone of the administration press, it is apprehend- 
ed that President Houston favors this or some other 
germain policy. There are English emissaries in the 
country, propagating incendiary doctrines, whether 
with the connivance of the British government or not 
is unknown. But such has been the progress of trea- 
son that the most revolting and servile policies are 
discussed with a freedom and’ confidence that might 
well excite the alarms of the well-disposed and pa- 
triotic portion of the citizens. 

The Civilian, a paper in the confidence of the pre- 
sident, in commenting upon the interference of the 
British government in the Buenos Ayrean blockade, 
and subsequently putting a stop to the Montevidean 
war, upon the condition that those states should abo- 
lish slavery, says that the war between Texas and 
Mexico, presents a like field for English philanthro- 
py, and seems prepared to woo the interference of 
that power by a concession equally as disgraceful. 
The consummation of a policy so disreputable to 
Texas would be disastrous in the extreme to the 
southern states of the Union. To build up an aboli- 
tion empire in immediate contact with the slave 
states would be the signal for foreign broils and in- 
ternal insurrections. The meddling spirit of Eng- 
land would touch us upon our sorest point, and chafe 
us with its perpetual presence. The very people 
whom we have aided by contributions of money, and 
whose armies we have recruited with volunteers, 
will be the means used to molest and distress us. 

Can Texas entertain such propositions? Will the 
population countenance the schemes of speculators, 
who would sacrifice liberty on the shrine of mam- 
mon? Or tolerate the exactions of a foreign cabi- 
net, which takes advantage of their distress to put 
onerous and disgraceful conditions upon them? Will 
they listen toa policy dictated by jealousy of the 
country from which most of them descended, and 
which continued to aid them in their struggle long 
after their besotted president treated our volunteers 
with insult and brutal indignity? Many of the peo- 
ple of these states have impoverished themselves in 
raising supplies for Texas, and nota week has elap- 
sed since her navy sailed from our port, freighted 
with the prayers of a roi ges and manned by 
the brawny and toil-hardened seamen of the states. 


But it is not so much from the charge of ingrati- 
tude as from the terrors of vassalage that the Tex- 
ians ought to flee. Let them not imagine that Bri- 
tish rule will prove either profitable or pleasing. 
Let them not suppose that British exactions would 
stop with the abolition of slavery. Her pauper po- 
pulation would overrun the native stock, and the fu- 
ture policy of the republic would be regulated in 
Downing street, London. She would be held up to 
the scorn of the world as a people in whose bosoms 
the fires of freedom had been quenched, and whom 
no insult could provoke to manly resistance. The 
American feeling would become extinct in the land, 
and the ‘‘lone star” would be blotted from the zodiac 
of nations, like a meteor that for a moment excited 





the wonder of men, and then passed away for ever. 
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AMERICAN ANTIQUITIES. The National Standard, a 
newspaper printed at the capital of Mexico, is excessive- 
ly indignant because Mr. Stephens obtained from Yuca- 
tan, and presented tothe New York Historical Society, 


a number of ancient and valuable manuscripts throwin g 
light on the history of that country, and recommends 


that a law be passed prohibiting foreigners from carry- 


ing away any monuments of antiquity and manuscripts 
[ 


that may hereafter be found. Nat. Int. 
AMERIC4N PROVisIoNs, Liverpool, April 19. Since 3d 


inst, market for beef and pork very quiet. Small par- 


cels of new cure taken as they arrive, at full prices, and 
give general satisfaction. 


bacon duty paid, cwt. 26a29s; hams, do. dry — pickled 


15a24; cheese do fine, 46a48s; mid. 40a43s, ord. 36a40s; 


lard do fine, 35a36s; ord. 32a34s; inf. 30a32s; butter do. 
fine, —, grease sorts, duty paid, 30a31s. 


Appointment. Wm. P Briggs, a whig has been re- 
moved from the office of collector at Burlington, Ver- 
mont, and Mr. Hyde, the late Van Buren collector, ap- 
pointed in his place. Mr. Briggs was one of the dele- 
gates to the Harrisburg convention. 


Mr. Aupuson, the learned and distinguished natural- 
ist, left St. Louis on the 25th ult. in the American Fur 
company’s steamboat Omega, for the mouth of the Yel- 
He was accompanied by five friends, 
equipped and prepared for a six or seven months’ ex- 


cursion, 


Bosron. During the month of April there were 451 
arrivals at the port of Boston, 339 coastwise, 142 foreign; 
321 clearances, of which 195 were coastwise, and 126 
foreign. 


BuNKER HILL MONUMENT. The Charlestown Aurora 
says that the President of the United States, the cabinet, 
and the governors of allthe states in the Union have 
been invited to attend the celebration of the completion 
of the Bunker Hill monument, which is to take place on 
the 17th June next. It is said that the president of the 
U. States will be present. 


Canapa. The Montreal Gazette of the 5th instant 


announces the opening of the navigation by the Ottawa 


route, the water having been let into the Rideau canal on 
Steamers had also left Montreal for Kings- 
ton, by the Lachine canal. 

Canax trems. Several boats have reached Albany 
from Rochester,—none from beyond that place. Fifty 


three boats arrived on the 6th, and as many on the 7th; 


numbers were departing heavily laden. ‘The receipts 
at the collector’s office, West Troy, on the first and se- 
cond days’ navigation in 1842, was $5,602—on the Ist 
and 2d day of 1543, $6,028. 

The Chesapeake and Ohio canal is in full operation as 
far as it is constructed. Several cargoes of coal from 
Cumberland have reached Georgetown. 

An iron canal, boat is constructing at Richmond, for 
the James River canal, with Erricsson’s propellers—to 
be in operation in June. 

A canal boat reached Cleveland on the Ist inst. from 
Pittsburgh, the first of this season. 

The amount of the tst six days tolls received by the col- 
lector at Albany in 1842, was $13,952,79—for the first 
six days of 1843, $15,619,15—increase $1,636,36. The 
amount of merchandise shipped for the west during the 
latter period, is 6,196,100!bs. on the Erie canal, and 23,000 
on the Champlain canal. 


CorFreE—Imports to the 3d of March. 








1842 1543, 
Into Great Britain, 3,800 000 9,600,000 Ib. 
All other parts of Europe, 79,100,000 84,700,000 
Total, 82,900,000 94,200,000 
Stock on hand 1842. 1843. 
Great Britain, 47,700,000 51,300,000 
Other parts of Europe, 70,700,000 100,300,000 
118,400,000 151,600,000 


Corn MARKET, London, April 19. Some symptoms of 


improvement this month, but no very marked alteration 
in prices. ‘The favorable state of the weather and 
yromising appearance of the one generally, complete- 
ty act against any amendment. . States wheat, 70lbs. 
6s 8da7s; Indian corn 4380]bs. 25a26s; flour, bbl. sweet 
26a27s; sour 24s 6d a25s; Canada, sweet 26s. Duty on 
fureign flour 12s $d per bbl; do from British colonies 3s. 


Deatus during the last week in Baltimore 46, of which 
9 were under one year of age, 11 were free colored, and 
1 slave; 14died of consumption. 


Enetneers. A.B. Warfield has been appointed by 
the board of commissioners, principal engineer of the 
canalsand rail roads of the state of Pennsylvania, vice 
Charles L. Schlatter, resigned. The latter gentleman 
has accepted the appointment of superintendant of the 
harbor of Chicago, Lilinois. 


Emseration. During the year 1842, there arrived in 
Canada from Great Britain, 43,760 emigrants, of which 
2,529 were paupers from the respective parishes. 


Excuance. New York on London 8a8} premium; on 
France 5,30a5,314; on Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Washington, Charleston, 5. C. Augusta, Savannah, par 
a i cts.; Richmond 14; Mobile 17ja18; New Orleans $; 
St. Louis 1 1-2; Louisville 1 1-2; Cincinnati 2a4; Nash- 
ville 33a4. 


Beef per bbl. in bond., mess 
40a50s; prime, 34a40s; pork, mess 28a38s; prime 20a34s; 








a formidable aspect. 


Firs. The amount of loss by fire in Liverpool for 


seven and a half years just elapsed, is estimated at 
£791,716, 


Fort Monroe. This admirable fortification, though 
not yet completed, shows pretty conclusively at the pre- 
sent moment what it was intended for and what tt is 
competent todo. In a word it is the prettiest piece of 
workmanship in the science of military engineering that 
this country has yet produced, and we venture to say 
that it will vie with any thing of the kind which the Old 
World can exhibit. We shall reserve for another time 
a more particular description of a work so creditable to 
the scientific attainments and enlightened views of the 
American people, and at present merely awaken the at- 
tention of those to whom it has heretofore been an ob- 
ject of interest sufficiently attractive to induce a visit to 
it from the country during the summer. The turfed 
slopes of the battlements are now clad in the richest 
verdure, and the oe vesture of nature generally co- 
vers the once arid and eye paining surface of Old Point 
Comfort, save where it is diversified with neat dwellings, 
granite walls, and the wide moat, filled with limpid wa- 
ter, which surrounds them, and the eye can dwell with 
eer and without wearying on the vast objects and 

eautiful prospects which present themselves on every 
side. [Norfolk Herald, May 2. 


Freesoorers. The New Orleans Tropic of the 3d 
instant says that a requisition for a detachment of troops 
has been made on’ the governor of Louisiana under the 
following circumstances: Several hundred men from 
Hancock county, Mississippi, joined by many from 
Washington county, in Louisiana, had formed them- 
selves intoa band of freebooters, for the pillage of pro- 
perty and the destruction of life. Itis stated that they 
are well organized and armed, and are regularly encam- 


ped. Many lives have already been taken, and exten-| f 


sive robberies have been committed. 


GreenouGH, is in Washington, superintending the re- 
moval of his statue of Washington from the Rotundo 
of the capitol to the eastern garden. 


Gen. Gratiov’s TRIAL closed on Saturday. Thejury, 
under the instructions of the court, gave a verdict in fa- 
vor of the United States, for about $30,000, 

St. Louis Organ, 3d inst, 


LakE NAVIGATION. The first steamboat arrival at De- 
troit from the upper lakes this seasun occurred on the 
Ist instant. 


Mexico. The Texian prisoners. We learn from an 
authentic source that the inhuman order of the Mexican 
government to decimate the ‘l'exian prisoners, who rose 
upon their guard and attempted to escape at Salado, 
was carried into effect on the 25th of March, and that 
the following officers and soldiers were shot to death: 

Capt. Wm. M. Eastland, sergeant J. N. McThomp- 
son, privates E. D. Cocke, tormerly an editor at Hous- 
ton, Texas, J. N. Torrey, ‘l’homas L. Jones, of Austin, 
more recently of Houston, J. L.Shepperd, Henry Whal- 
ing, W. H. Cowan, C. H. Roberts, E. E. Etz, J. Tom- 
bul, K. H. Dunham, K. W. Harris, M. C. Winn, P. 
Maher, J. L. Cash, and J. N. Ogden. 

This was, perhaps, the most inhuman piece of butch- 
ery that has been perpetrated by a government profess- 
ing to be civilized within the present century. The pri- 
soners who rose upon their guard were not on parole, and 
had therefore an undoubted right to use every means in 
their power to escape. If the government desired to 
put them in a position that would involve a forfeiture of 
life in case of such an attempt, they ought to have been 
permitted to go at large upon parole of honor. 

[.N. Orleans Bee of May 4. 


MIurr’s TABERNACLE, in Boston was dedicated amidst 
a most suffucating crowd of witnesses, on Thursday last, 
The service was solemn and affecting. 


Navat-—Pacific squadron. Extract from the letter of 
an officer of the United States navy, dated Mazatlan, 
March 13: “The Relief, store ship, arrived here on the 
10th from Callao and Monterey, having left the former 
November 20. The Cyane, Captain Stribling, arrived 
here February 1, from San Pedro, with Commodore 
Jones on board, who had an interview with General 
Micheltorena, commander of the Mexican forces in Ca- 
lifornia. The frigate United States, from the Sandwich 
Islands, was here when the Cyane arrived, and Commo- 
dore Jones rejoined her, and sailed March ist for Valpa- 
raiso. He had just heard of his recall. 

“Captain Richard Byron, of H. B. M. ship Champion, 
died on board at this place February 23, and was buried 
under arms the next day. The boats, officers, marines, 
&c. of the American squadron, with the band of the 
frigate United States, assisted in the funeral ceremonies. 
‘The service was read over his grave by Mr. Bartow, 
chaplain of the United States. Mr. Parrott, United 
States consul, has left for New York, to return again.— 
The comet has been visible here every day or night since 
March 1.” 


Panama canaL. A Bermuda paper contradicts the 
report that a canal! across the Isthmus of Darien has been 
nearly completed; but, on the ocntrary, says that the two 
years allowed to the contractor have expired without the 
work being commenced. This information is received 
from aman who recently crossed the Isthmus on a mule, 
which journey he performed in seven hours. 


Rio Granpe. According to accounts to the 4th of 
March, by the brig La Grande, capt. Bur, arrived at N. 
York, intelligence from the insurrection in Brazil wears 
The rebels were said to be within 
30 miles of La Grande, with 50,000 men, almost all 
mounted!! The Imperialists were well prepared to re- 





ceive them. “More than 60,000 troops had arri 
various partsof Brazil. Their whole ibedenare, a 
more than 80,000 men, posted about the town"! Theg, 
numbers if true, must be counting en masse, "4 


Santa Fe Travers. The St. Louis Reporter of th 
Ist instant says: “We learn from the clerk of the lone 
that Brown, one of the murderers of Charvis, the Mex: 
can trader, was arrested at Camden on Saturday. 
He got on board the Ione, but the boat, after havin, 
started, returned to the landing to place him in cUstod 
of those on the shore who were waiting to receive him 
He had just sold his horse, and had with him about $509 
in silver. The two McDaniels were arrested at Liberty o 
the day previous. One of them endeavored to use his 
arms to effect his escape, but both of them were secu) 
ed. They had with them about $5,000.” r 


Srocxs. London, April 18th. Since our last advices 
no variations or transactions of interest to quote. The 
legislative proceedings of the different states are not of 
a nature to restore confidence. New York state ang 
city stocks advanced in London about five per cent. with 
an upward tendency. 

Stocks generally continue to improve in this coun. 
try. 

Sales have been made this week of Baltimore city sixeg 
at 89a90. 

Government sixes 1123; Ohio sixes 845; Kentucky 
sixes 964; New York sixes 1073; fives 1013; Alabama 
fives 65; Illinois sixes 31. 


Specie. The Hibernia steamer brought about two 
millions of dollars in gold. Specie was passing ini 
England from all parts of Europe, from Asia and fron 
Mexico, and though about twenty millions have passe; 
to the United States from Europe, within a few months 
they were calculating upon the current continuing ye 
or some time—but exchange has varied within the las, 
two weeks to an extent which, when ascertained jp 
England, will prevent further shipments. 


STEAM-BoAT accipENTS. The Cincinnati Sun states 
that uo less than a quarter of a million of dollars’ worth 
of property has been lost on our western waters within 
two months. The following is the list of accidents:~ 
Amazon, 20 miles above the mouth of the Ohio, snag. 
ged. General Pike, Shirt Tail Bend, snagged. Queen 
of the West, Shawneetown, run on a ore. Octorara, 
Bayou Plaquemine, snagged. John Stocken, near 
Tuscumbia, run down by the Gallatin. Ellen Dale, 
burnt at Vicksburg. Hannibal, snagged below Natchez, 
Wm. Robinson, Tombeckbee river, snagged. J. M. 
White, 35 miles above the mouth of the Ohio, ran on the 
Grand Chain. Emily, 150 miles up the Missouri, snag. 

ed. Gen. Gaines, snagged at Selma, Ala. Bogue 
ome snagged at Bayoude Glaize. Sun Flower, snag. 

ed at Bayou Bartholemew. Robert Fulton, near Apa- 
fachicole, snagged. Cost of all probubly $165,000- 
cargoes probably $85.000—making a loss of $250,000. 

As the steamboat Forrest was lying to, on the 5th inst. 
to’ put out passengers about 20 miles above Pittsburg, on 
the Alleghany river, the Pulaski, with about 150 pas 
sengers on board, ran intoher. Five or six persons were 
thrown overboard from the Forrest, and were lost, besides 
a number seriously injured by the explosion of the steam 
pipes. ‘The Puiaski sunk at once to her boiler deck. 


Tue comet, which was discovered in the U. States 
about the 26th or 28th Feb. noticed in the Register of the 
4th March, and watched by thousands of people in the U, 
States, from that time unul it disappeard in the distance, 
seems not to have been noticed in England until the 17th 
of March. Herschel, at the date of his publication, on 
the 19:1h March, determined the appearance, which there 
as well as liere, was at first by some mistaken for Zodia- 
cal light, to be certainly a comet. M. Arago, the French 
astronomer, announced that he discovered the comet on 
the 2Uth March. The Universe stated that its tail ex 
tended 60° from the constellation Orion, which it crossed 
at an angle of 40°. 

W. H. C. Bartlett, communicates to the National In- 
telligencer the following elements of the orbit of the 
comet, as observed at West Point, from the 24th March 
to 3d April: 

degs. m &. 

Longitude of ascending node 357 42—SCti«CSB 

Inclination aes 4 ; re oe 9 

Longitude of perihelio 261 63 ~~ Si 

Perihelion distance . : ‘ 0.05233!. 

Time of perihelion passage west— 

days h. m. 

Point m.s. t. Feburury > 8 24 

Dr. Greenwich . , P 27 13 30 

Motion retrograde. 

Distance from the earth on the 29th March, about 
107,000,000 miles. 

Approximate diameter of the visible nebulous matter 
about the nucleus on the same day, 36,830 miles. 

Distance passed over during 8 days, from 25th March 
to2d April, 18,408,900 miles. 

Accounts of its appearace have been received from va- 
rious parts of the world. In Paris, the decrease of tem” 
perature that occurred thereafter, was attributed by m@ 
ny to its visitation. . 


Urvucvay. Accounts received at Philadelphia up '0 
the 19th of March represent the contending forces 1n 
the neighborhood of Montevideo as remaining pretty 
much in the same condition as at previous dates, an 
but little fear was entertained of the Buenos Ayrean 
General Oribe being able to carry the town, either. by 
assault or by starvation. On the contrary, he was him- 
self so hemmed in between the armies of President Ris 
vera and General Paez as to be placed in rather a cri 
cal position. 
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